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C
h

a
p

te
r 1 

T
h

e
 E

n
d

 o
f th

e
 S

to
r
m

 

 A
t last th

e sto
rm

 w
as o

ver. 

T
h

e D
o

n
 sw

am
 to

w
ard

s th
e sh

o
re after th

e S
anta 

M
aria san

k
. T

h
e b

lack
 w

ater o
f th

e sea w
as still 

ro
u
gh

. It w
as a lo

n
g w

ay. H
e h

ad
 n

o
 stren

gth
 left 

w
h

en
 h

e reach
ed

 th
e san

d
y b

each
. 

F
o

r th
e first tim

e in
 m

an
y w

eeks th
e D

o
n

 felt d
ry 

lan
d

 u
n

d
er h

is feet. S
ea w

ater p
o

u
red

 fro
m

 h
is 

to
rn

 clo
th

es. H
e co

u
ld

 scarcely w
alk

 an
d
 h

is legs 
w

ere so
re. H

e w
as o

u
t o

f b
reath

. H
e co

u
ld

 feel a 
d

am
p

 p
lace o

n
 h

is fo
reh

ead
 w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 h
u
rt 

h
im

self b
ad

ly d
u
rin

g th
e sto

rm
. H

is w
h

o
le b

o
d

y 
ach

ed
. 

H
e staggered

 u
p

 th
e san

d
y b

each
 an

d
 lay d

o
w

n
 

u
n

d
er th

e co
ver o

f a ro
ck. A

 th
ick

 b
u
sh

 sh
eltered

 
h

im
 fro

m
 th

e co
o

l w
in

d
. 

T
h

e 
D

o
n

 
w

atch
ed

 
as 

th
e 

S
ep

tem
b

er 
su

n
 
san

k 
slo

w
ly in

 th
e w

est. 

‘‘T
h

an
k
 G

o
d
!’’ said

 th
e D

o
n

. ‘‘T
h

an
k
 yo

u
, d

ear 
G

o
d
, fo

r keep
in

g m
e safe th

ro
u
gh

 th
e terrib

le 
sto

rm
!’’ 

H
e w

en
t to

 sleep
, exh

au
sted

 after all h
is tro

u
b

les. 

  
2

C
h

a
p

te
r 2

  

M
e
e
tin

g
 th

e
 O

ld
 M

a
n

 a
n

d
 H

is
 D

o
g
 

 T
h

e D
o

n
 d

id
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 lo

n
g h

e h
ad

 slep
t.  

W
h

en
 h

e aw
o

ke th
e su

n
 w

as h
igh

 in
 th

e sky. H
e 

lo
o

k
ed

 o
u
t fro

m
 h

is sh
elter. H

e saw
 th

e sea, n
o

w
 

calm
 

an
d

 
b

lu
e, 

an
d
 

th
e 

green
 

grass 
o

f 
th

e 
h

illsid
es, w

ith
 a few

 sh
eep

 far in
 th

e d
istan

ce. 

T
h

en
 h

e saw
 an

 o
ld

 m
an

 w
alkin

g slo
w

ly alo
n

g 
th

e san
d

 
at 

th
e 

w
ater’s ed

ge. 
A

 
b

ig 
b

lack 
d

o
g 

w
alked

 b
y h

is sid
e. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
as carryin

g a p
iece o

f h
eav

y w
o

o
d
 

o
v
er h

is righ
t sh

o
u
ld

er. 

‘‘S
u
rely th

is o
ld

 m
an

 can
n

o
t h

arm
 m

e?’’ said
 th

e 
D

o
n

 to
 h

im
self. ‘‘I n

eed
 h

elp
, an

d
 fo

o
d
, an

d
 a 

p
lace to

 rest.’’ 

H
e w

atch
ed

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
 co

m
e clo

ser, w
alk

in
g 

slo
w

ly acro
ss th

e sm
o

o
th

 san
d

. 

‘‘O
ld

 m
an

!’’ sh
o

u
ted

 th
e D

o
n

 in
 a clear vo

ice, as 
h

e cam
e o

u
t fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e b
u
sh

. ‘‘I n
eed

 h
elp

. 
C

an
 yo

u
 h

elp
 m

e?’’ 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 cam
e clo

ser. A
t first h

e d
id

 n
o

t say 
an

yth
in

g. H
e sto

o
d

 an
d

 lo
o

k
ed

 carefu
lly at th

e 
D

o
n

, seein
g h

is to
rn

 b
ro

w
n

 jack
et an

d
 th

e b
lo

o
d
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o
n

 h
is fo

reh
ead

 an
d

 th
e fin

e go
ld

 ch
ain

 w
h

ich
 h

e 
w

o
re ro

u
n

d
 h

is n
eck

. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

’s d
o

g cam
e clo

ser an
d

 licked
 th

e 
D

o
n

’s left h
an

d
. T

h
e D

o
n

 p
atted

 th
e d

o
g o

n
 th

e 
h

ead
. 

‘‘D
o

w
n

, b
o

y,’’ said
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 ro
u
gh

ly. ‘‘L
eave 

th
e stran

ger alo
n

e!’’  

T
h

e d
o

g lay d
o

w
n

 o
n

 th
e san

d
, w

aggin
g h

is tail 
slo

w
ly. 

‘‘I n
eed

 h
elp

,’’ said
 th

e D
o

n
 q

u
ietly. 

‘‘A
ye, I can

 see th
at,’’ said

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
, sp

eak
in

g 
slo

w
ly an

d
 carefu

lly. ‘‘Y
o

u
 lo

o
k
 as if yo

u
 are in

 a 
b

ad
 w

ay, stran
ger. W

e d
o

 n
o

t get m
an

y stran
gers 

ro
u
n

d
 h

ere. S
till, th

e d
o

g lik
es yo

u
.’’ 

‘‘H
e is a frien

d
ly d

o
g,’’ said

 th
e D

o
n

. 

‘‘A
ye, h

e is in
d

eed
,’’ rep

lied
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

. ‘‘C
o

m
e 

o
n

, yo
u
 m

ay as w
ell co

m
e b

ack
 to

 m
y co

ttage. 
Y

o
u
 

n
eed

 
so

m
eth

in
g 

to
 

eat 
an

d
 

d
rin

k 
an

d
 

a 
ch

an
ce to

 rest. T
h

en
 after th

at yo
u
 can

 tell m
e 

w
h

o
 yo

u
 are an

d
 w

h
ere yo

u
 co

m
e fro

m
.’’ 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
alk

ed
 slo

w
ly b

ack
 th

e w
ay h

e h
ad

 
co

m
e. T

h
e D

o
n

 w
alked

 w
ith

 h
im

 in
 silen

ce. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

’s d
o

g ran
 u

p
 an

d
 d

o
w

n
 th

e b
each

 in
 

fro
n

t o
f th

e tw
o

 m
en

, so
m

etim
es sp

lash
in

g in
 th

e 
sea at th

e w
ater’s ed

ge. 
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A
fter a m

ile o
r so

 th
ey reach

ed
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

’s 
co

ttage. It w
as o

n
 th

e slo
p

e o
f a sm

all h
ill at th

e 
o

th
er en

d
 o

f th
e b

each
. It w

as sh
eltered

 fro
m

 th
e 

w
in

d
 b

y tall p
in

e trees. W
h

ite ro
ses grew

 th
ickly 

ro
u
n

d
 th

e d
o

o
r. 

T
h

ere w
as a fat p

ig in
 a p

en
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

’s 
co

ttage. T
h

e D
o

n
 co

u
ld

 see a co
u
p

le o
f h

ives fo
r 

h
o

n
eyb

ees u
n

d
er an

 o
ld

 o
ak

 tree. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
en

t u
p

 to
 th

e d
o

o
r an

d
 p

u
sh

ed
 it 

o
p

en
. 

H
e 

w
av

ed
 

th
e 

D
o

n
 

in
, 

sayin
g 

n
o

th
in

g. 
In

sid
e it w

as d
im

 an
d

 w
arm

. A
 tu

rf fire b
u
rn

ed
 

b
righ

tly at th
e far en

d
. 

‘‘S
tran

ger, it is n
o

t m
u
ch

, b
u
t it is m

y h
o

m
e,’’ said

 
th

e o
ld

 m
an

. 

H
e to

o
k
 a go

atsk
in

 an
d

 sp
read

 it o
v
er a p

ile o
f 

h
eath

er to
 m

ake a m
attress. 

‘‘S
tran

ger, sit d
o

w
n

 an
d

 rest yo
u
rself,’’ said

 th
e 

o
ld

 m
an

. ‘‘It m
ay n

o
t lo

o
k
 v

ery co
m

fo
rtab

le b
u
t 

it is as go
o

d
 as an

y rich
 m

an
’s b

ed
.’’ 

‘‘O
ld

 m
an

, yo
u
 are kin

d
,’’ said

 th
e D

o
n

. ‘‘It is 
go

o
d

 to
 lo

o
k
 after stran

gers w
h

o
 co

m
e ask

in
g fo

r 
h

elp
.’’ 

‘‘Y
o

u
 n

eed
 a go

o
d

 sleep
,’’ th

e o
ld

 m
an

 said
. ‘‘B

u
t 

first, so
m

eth
in

g to
 eat an

d
 d

rin
k. I am

 a p
o

o
r 

m
an

. A
ll I h

av
e is so

m
e b

read
 an

d
 b

u
tterm

ilk
. I 

w
ill 

go
 

fish
in

g 
later 

to
 

get 
so

m
eth

in
g 

fo
r 

o
u
r 
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su
p

p
er. 

I 
w

ill 
get 

yo
u
 
a 

w
arm

 
jack

et 
to

 
w

ear. 
A

lso
, 

let 
m

e 
p

u
t 

so
m

eth
in

g 
o

n
 

yo
u
r 

h
ead

 
to

 
so

o
th

e th
e w

o
u
n

d
.’’ 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 go
t a h

eav
y jack

et fro
m

 b
eh

in
d

 th
e 

d
o

o
r 

o
f 

th
e 

co
ttage. 

A
fter 

th
at 

h
e 

p
rep

ared
 
a 

d
ressin

g w
ith

 d
ark h

erb
s an

d
 tied

 it carefu
lly o

n
 

th
e D

o
n

’s h
ead

. T
h

en
 h

e b
ro

u
gh

t a b
ig ju

g an
d
 

so
m

e o
atcak

es fro
m

 a sh
elf in

 th
e co

rn
er. H

e set 
th

em
 o

n
 th

e ro
u
gh

 tab
le n

ear th
e fire. 

‘‘E
at, stran

ger,’’ said
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

. ‘‘E
at as m

u
ch

 
as yo

u
 lik

e. T
h

en
 rest an

d
 sleep

. T
h

e d
o

g an
d

 I 
w

ill go
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e ro

cks. W
e w

ill try to
 get a 

go
o

d
 fish

 o
r tw

o
 fo

r o
u
r su

p
p

er.’’ 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
en

t o
u
t w

ith
 h

is d
o

g. 

T
h

e 
D

o
n

 
go

t 
u
p

 
slo

w
ly 

fro
m

 
th

e 
go

atsk
in

 
m

attress. 
It 

w
as 

v
ery 

co
m

fo
rtab

le, 
b

u
t 

h
e 

w
as 

starvin
g. 

H
e ate th

e o
atcakes, all o

f th
em

, an
d

 d
ran

k
 th

e 
b

u
tterm

ilk
. H

e h
ad

 n
ev

er tasted
 an

yth
in

g lik
e it 

in
 h

is life.  

W
h

en
 h

e h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
 th

e D
o

n
 lay d

o
w

n
 again

 
o

n
 

th
e 

go
atskin

 
m

attress. 
H

e 
w

as 
m

o
re 

co
m

fo
rtab

le th
an

 h
e h

ad
 b

een
 fo

r w
eek

s. 

S
o

o
n

 th
e D

o
n

 w
as fast asleep

. 

W
h

en
 h

e aw
o

k
e h

e co
u
ld

 sm
ell fish

 co
o

k
in

g. It 
sm

elled
 w

o
n

d
erfu

l. 
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T
h

ere w
ere m

o
re o

atcak
es o

n
 th

e tab
le. 

‘‘A
re 

yo
u
 

feelin
g 

b
etter?’’ 

ask
ed

 
th

e 
o

ld
 

m
an

, 
sm

ilin
g 

gen
tly 

at 
h

is 
gu

est. 
H

e 
lo

o
k
ed

 
an

d
 

so
u
n

d
ed

 frien
d

lier th
an

 b
efo

re. 

‘‘I 
feel 

m
u
ch

 
b

etter,’’ 
said

 
th

e 
D

o
n

. 
‘‘Y

o
u
 
are 

k
in

d
.’’ 

‘‘W
e w

ill eat th
is fish

 w
ith

 so
m

e b
read

. Y
o

u
 can

 
h

ave m
o

re b
u
tterm

ilk to
 d

rin
k.’’ 

T
h

e tw
o

 m
en

 sat o
n

 w
o

o
d

en
 sto

o
ls at th

e tab
le, 

eatin
g an

d
 d

rin
k
in

g in
 silen

ce. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 th
rew

 h
is d

o
g so

m
e scrap

s to
 eat. 

W
h

en
 th

ey h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 sp
o

k
e again

. 

‘‘N
o

w
, 

stran
ger,’’ 

h
e 

said
. 

‘‘T
ell 

m
e 

all 
ab

o
u
t 

yo
u
rself. 

W
h

o
 

are 
yo

u
? 

W
h

ere 
are 

yo
u
 

fro
m

? 
T

h
is is D

o
n

egal, w
h

ere L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell ru
les. It 

is 
a 

lan
d

 
o

f 
riv

ers, 
lak

es 
an

d
 
m

o
u
n

tain
s. 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell 

is 
a 

b
rave 

so
ld

ier. 
H

is p
eo

p
le 

h
ave 

liv
ed

 h
ere fo

r years an
d

 years, as lo
n

g as th
e h

igh
 

h
ills th

em
selv

es. H
e p

ays tax, to
lls an

d
 trib

u
te to

 
n

o
 o

n
e. B

u
t I d

o
 n

o
t th

in
k
 yo

u
 are fro

m
 th

is p
art 

o
f th

e w
o

rld
.’’ 

‘‘N
o

, yo
u
 are righ

t,’’ said
 th

e D
o

n
. ‘‘I am

 n
o

t 
fro

m
 th

is p
art o

f th
e w

o
rld

. I am
 fro

m
 far aw

ay 
acro

ss th
e sea. M

y sh
ip

 w
as d

estro
yed

 in
 th

e great 
sto

rm
. I fear all m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s are lo
st.’’ 
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‘‘S
tran

ger, yo
u
 h

ave h
ad

 a b
ad

 tim
e. T

h
e sto

rm
 

w
as terrib

le,’’ rep
lied

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
. ‘‘It is gettin

g 
d

ark
 an

d
 n

o
w

 yo
u
 n

eed
 to

 rest again
. T

o
m

o
rro

w
, 

w
h

en
 

w
e 

aw
ak

e, 
I 

w
ill 

take 
yo

u
 

to
 

m
y 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell. 

Y
o

u
 

m
u
st 

tell 
h

im
 

yo
u
r 

sto
ry. 

P
erh

ap
s h

e can
 h

elp
 yo

u
.’’ 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 clo
sed

 th
e d

o
o

r o
f th

e co
ttage to

 
k
eep

 o
u
t th

e co
ld

 w
in

d
. H

e p
iled

 m
o

re tu
rf o

n
 

th
e fire fo

r th
e n

igh
t. 

H
e lay d

o
w

n
 o

n
 h

is b
ed

 in
 th

e co
rn

er. 

T
h

e d
o

g cu
rled

 u
p

 co
m

fo
rtab

ly in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e 

w
arm

 fire. 

T
h

ey all fell asleep
, fu

ll o
f fo

o
d

 an
d

 glad
 to

 rest 
at th

e en
d

 o
f a lo

n
g an

d
 tirin

g d
ay. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 3

  

M
e
e
tin

g
 L

o
r
d

 O
’D

o
n

n
e
ll 

 E
arly th

e n
ext m

o
rn

in
g th

e D
o

n
 an

d
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 
set o

ff fo
r L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s castle. 

T
h

e tw
o

 m
en

 w
alked

 alo
n

g th
e n

arro
w

 lan
es in

 
silen

ce. 
T

h
e 

o
ld

 
m

an
’s 

d
o

g 
w

en
t 

w
ith

 
th

em
, 

ru
n

n
in

g 
ah

ead
 

an
d

 
sn

iffin
g 

at 
th

e 
sm

ells 
o

f 
d

ifferen
t p

lan
ts an

d
 an

im
als. 

T
h

e 
trees 

w
ere 

b
eau

tifu
l 

in
 

th
e 

clear 
au

tu
m

n
 

ligh
t. T

h
e p

ath
s w

ere d
ry. 

It 
w

as 
b

lackb
erry 

tim
e 

in
 

D
o

n
egal. 

T
h

e 
D

o
n

 
lo

o
k
ed

 in
 w

o
n

d
er at all th

e b
righ

t b
erries o

n
 th

e 
b

u
sh

es. A
 few

 late b
u
tterflies flew

 h
ere an

d
 th

ere. 
H

e 
b

reath
ed

 
in

 
d
eep

ly 
as 

th
ey 

w
alk

ed
 

alo
n

g, 
sm

ellin
g 

all 
th

e 
fresh

 
flo

w
ers. 

T
h

e 
sigh

t 
o

f 
h

eath
er, 

clo
ver 

an
d

 
h

areb
ells 

w
as 

m
arv

ello
u
s. 

A
fter 

all 
th

e 
w

eek
s 

at 
sea 

o
n

 
b

o
ard

 
th

e 
S

anta 
M

aria h
e rejo

iced
 to

 b
reath

e th
e fresh

 air o
f th

e 
co

u
n

trysid
e. 

T
h

ey p
assed

 a lake. D
u
ck

s, m
o

o
rh

en
s an

d
 a few

 
gracefu

l 
sw

an
s 

sw
am

 
slo

w
ly 

o
n

 
th

e 
sp

ark
lin

g 
w

ater. 
M

u
ch

 
o

f 
th

e 
lan

d
 

w
as 

sto
n

y 
an

d
 

v
ery 

ro
u
gh

. 
In

 
a 

few
 
p

laces 
sm

all 
p

atch
es 

o
f 

grain
 

grew
. 
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B
efo

re lo
n

g th
e D

o
n

 an
d

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
 saw

 L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s castle. 

It w
as h

igh
 o

n
 a h

illsid
e a m

ile o
r so

 fro
m

 th
e 

seash
o

re, w
ith

 a go
o

d
 v

iew
 o

ver th
e co

u
n

trysid
e 

all aro
u
n

d
. 

 

  
10

O
u
tsid

e th
e castle w

all w
as a great gard

en
. L

o
ts 

o
f trees grew

 th
ere, w

ith
 all k

in
d

s o
f d

ifferen
t 

fru
it: 

yello
w

 
p

ears 
an

d
 

red
 

ap
p

les 
an

d
 

p
u
rp

le 
p

lu
m

s an
d

 so
m

e green
 fru

it th
e D

o
n

 h
ad

 n
ever 

seen
 

b
efo

re. 
R

o
w

s 
o

f 
b

ean
s 

an
d

 
p

eas 
grew

 
again

st 
th

e 
b

ack 
w

all. 
T

h
ere 

w
ere b

u
sh

es 
w

ith
 

b
erries 

o
f 

d
ifferen

t 
k
in

d
s, 

w
ith

 
so

m
e 

early 
b

lackb
erries 

an
d

 
late 

go
o

seb
erries. 

D
o

w
n

 
th

e 
m

id
d

le o
f th

e gard
en

 th
e D

o
n

 co
u
ld

 see a stream
 

ru
n

n
in

g an
d

 co
u
ld

 h
ear th

e so
o

th
in

g b
ab

b
le as it 

w
en

t o
v
er th

e p
eb

b
les. E

veryth
in

g w
as n

eat an
d
 

w
ell lo

o
k
ed

 after.  

In
 o

n
e co

rn
er th

ere w
as a h

erb
 gard

en
. T

h
e D

o
n

 
co

u
ld

 sm
ell th

e th
ym

e, ro
sem

ary an
d

 m
in

t. T
h

eir 
stro

n
g 

scen
ts 

rem
in

d
ed

 
h

im
 

o
f 

h
is 

h
o

m
e 

far 
acro

ss th
e sea. 

T
h

ere w
as a h

igh
 w

all aro
u
n

d
 th

e co
u
rtyard

 o
f 

th
e castle. 

W
h

en
 th

e D
o

n
 an

d
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 p
assed

 th
ro

u
gh

 
th

e great gatew
ay th

ey arrived
 in

 th
e yard

 o
f th

e 
castle. 

In
sid

e 
th

e 
co

u
rtyard

 
w

ere 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s h
all an

d
 so

m
e th

atch
ed

 b
u
ild

in
gs.  

B
esid

e th
e d

o
o

r o
f th

e great h
all th

e D
o

n
 co

u
ld

 
see tw

o
 o

ld
 w

o
m

en
 sittin

g w
ith

 a b
o

w
l in

 fro
n

t 
o

f th
em

 o
n

 a w
o

o
d
en

 tab
le. T

h
ey w

ere clean
in

g 
fish

. A
 few

 ch
ild

ren
 w

ere p
layin

g n
ear th

em
 in

 
th

e b
righ

t su
n

sh
in

e. A
 co

u
p

le o
f cats sat o

n
 th

e 
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gro
u
n

d
 at 

th
eir 

feet, 
eatin

g 
an

y 
scrap

s 
th

e 
o

ld
 

w
o

m
en

 th
rew

 d
o

w
n

. 

In
 o

n
e co

rn
er th

ere w
ere so

m
e fat p

igs in
 a p

en
. 

A
 few

 w
h

ite h
en

s clu
ck

ed
 aro

u
n

d
, p

eck
in

g at th
e 

gro
u
n

d
. 

In
 

an
o

th
er 

co
rn

er 
sev

eral 
m

ilk
 

co
w

s 
sto

o
d

 tied
 to

 a w
o

o
d
en

 p
o

st. T
h

ere w
as a stro

n
g 

sm
ell o

f an
im

als in
 th

e co
u
rtyard

. 

A
 tall m

an
 w

ith
 grey h

air cam
e o

u
t th

ro
u
gh

 th
e 

m
ain

 d
o

o
r o

f th
e h

all in
to

 th
e b

righ
t su

n
sh

in
e. 

H
e w

as w
earin

g a sh
o

rt o
tterskin

 jack
et an

d
 tigh

t 
tro

u
sers. H

e h
ad

 b
lack

 b
o

o
ts an

d
 a b

lack
 clo

ak
. 

H
e 

h
ad

 
a 

th
ick 

grey 
b

eard
. 

H
e 

w
alk

ed
 
w

ith
 
a 

lim
p

, carryin
g a h

eav
y stick

 in
 h

is righ
t h

an
d
. 

‘‘M
y lo

rd
,’’ said

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
. ‘‘I h

av
e b

ro
u
gh

t a 
stran

ger to
 yo

u
r castle. H

e seek
s h

elp
.’’ 

‘‘S
ir, 

yo
u
 
are 

w
elco

m
e,’’ 

said
 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell, 

lo
o

k
in

g carefu
lly at th

e D
o

n
. ‘‘It is o

u
r d

u
ty to

 
h

elp
 stran

gers w
h

o
 co

m
e h

ere an
d

 w
h

o
 ask

 fo
r 

h
elp

. 
C

o
m

e 
in

, 
co

m
e 

in
. 

Y
o

u
 

are 
w

elco
m

e, 
in

d
eed

!’’ 

T
h

e D
o

n
 w

alked
 slo

w
ly in

to
 th

e great h
all. 

T
h

ere w
ere b

en
ch

es alo
n

g th
e w

alls. A
 co

u
p

le o
f 

tab
les sto

o
d

 to
geth

er at o
n

e en
d

 o
f th

e h
all. In

 
m

an
y p

laces th
e w

alls w
ere co

vered
 w

ith
 great 

ru
gs em

b
ro

id
ered

 w
ith

 p
ictu

res o
f figh

tin
g an

d
 

h
u
n

tin
g. 

T
h

e 
flo

o
r 

w
as 

m
ad

e 
fro

m
 

slab
s 

o
f 

sm
o

o
th

 d
ark

 sto
n

e. 
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A
t th

e o
th

er en
d

 a lo
g fire b

lazed
, h

eatin
g th

e 
w

h
o

le h
all. A

 co
u
p

le o
f b

ig grey w
o

lfh
o

u
n

d
s lay 

sn
o

o
zin

g in
 th

e w
arm

th
. H

am
s, glisten

in
g w

ith
 

salt, h
u
n

g fro
m

 a th
ick b

eam
 o

v
er th

e fire. 

‘‘S
tran

ger, 
co

m
e 

clo
ser 

to
 

th
e 

fire,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell. ‘‘T
h

e d
ays are gettin

g sh
o

rter. Y
o

u
 

m
u
st rest an

d
 en

jo
y w

h
at w

e can
 o

ffer yo
u
.’’ 

T
h

e D
o

n
 sat d

o
w

n
 o

n
 a h

igh
-b

acked
 ch

air n
ear 

th
e fire. T

h
en

 a girl cam
e in

to
 th

e h
all. S

h
e w

as 
n

o
t tall, b

u
t slim

 an
d
 v

ery b
eau

tifu
l. S

h
e w

o
re a 

sim
p

le b
ro

w
n

 d
ress. S

h
e h

ad
 a w

h
ite lin

en
 clo

th
 

o
n

 h
er h

ead
, d

o
u
b

led
 o

v
er an

d
 tied

 u
n

d
er h

er 
ch

in
. 

‘‘S
tran

ger, 
th

is 
is 

m
y 

d
au

gh
ter 

D
eird

re,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. ‘‘S

h
e is m

y o
n

ly ch
ild

. S
h

e h
as 

lo
o

k
ed

 after m
e sin

ce h
er d

ear m
o

th
er d

ied
 fo

u
r 

years ago
.’’ 

D
eird

re sat o
n

 a ch
air in

 th
e co

rn
er o

f th
e h

all 
n

ear th
e fire. S

h
e lo

o
k
ed

 in
to

 th
e fire, av

o
id

in
g 

th
e h

an
d

so
m

e stran
ger’s eyes.  

T
w

o
 
o

ld
 
w

o
m

en
 
cam

e 
fo

rw
ard

. 
T

h
ey 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
p

lates an
d

 ju
gs to

 p
u
t o

n
 th

e tab
le n

ear th
e D

o
n

. 
H

e lo
o

k
ed

 in
 w

o
n

d
er at th

e p
iles o

f ap
p

les an
d
 

p
ears an

d
 th

e b
ig rip

e b
lackb

erries an
d
 th

e ch
eese 

an
d

 
o

atcak
es 

an
d

 
th

e 
ju

gs 
o

f 
sw

eet 
m

ilk 
an

d
 

b
u
tterm

ilk
. It h

ad
 b

een
 w

eeks sin
ce h

e h
ad

 seen
 

so
 m

u
ch

 fresh
 fo

o
d

. 
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A
 co

o
k
, w

earin
g a w

h
ite ap

ro
n

 o
v
er h

is clo
th

es, 
carried

 in
 p

ieces o
f b

eef an
d

 lam
b

 p
iled

 h
igh

 o
n

 a 
d

ish
. T

h
ey w

ere w
arm

 an
d

 steam
in

g. 

‘‘E
at, stran

ger,’’ said
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. ‘‘Y

o
u
 are 

w
elco

m
e to

 all w
e h

ave.’’ 

T
h

e D
o

n
 stretch

ed
 o

u
t h

is h
an

d
 an

d
 started

 to
 

eat. 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell also
 sat d

o
w

n
 an

d
 b

egan
 to

 eat. 

‘‘N
o

w
, stran

ger, yo
u
 m

u
st tell u

s ab
o

u
t yo

u
rself,’’ 

said
 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell 

w
h

en
 

th
ey 

h
ad

 
fin

ish
ed

. 
‘‘Y

o
u
 

lo
o

k
 

n
o

b
le. 

I 
th

in
k
 

yo
u
 

are 
fro

m
 

so
m

ew
h

ere far fro
m

 h
ere. A

n
d

 I w
o

u
ld

 also
 say 

th
at yo

u
 d

id
 n

o
t co

m
e h

ere o
n

 fo
o

t.’’ 

E
v
eryo

n
e 

in
 

th
e 

h
all 

lau
gh

ed
 

at 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s jo
k
e. 

‘‘S
tran

ger,’’ h
e co

n
tin

u
ed

, ‘‘I th
in

k
 yo

u
 m

u
st h

ave 
an

 
in

terestin
g 

sto
ry 

fo
r 

u
s 

to
 

h
ear. 

T
ravellers 

alw
ays 

h
av

e 
a 

tale 
to

 
tell. 

S
o

 
tell 

u
s 

all 
ab

o
u
t 

yo
u
rself.’' 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 4

  

T
h

e
 D

o
n

’s
 S

to
r
y
 

 ‘‘L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell, th
an

k
 yo

u
 fo

r w
h

at yo
u
 h

ave 
giv

en
 

m
e,’’ 

said
 

th
e 

D
o

n
. 

‘‘T
h

ere 
is 

n
o

th
in

g 
b

etter in
 life th

an
 yo

u
 h

ave giv
en

 m
e alread

y. T
h

e 
o

ld
 m

an
 also

 lo
o

ked
 after m

e w
ell in

 h
is co

ttage. 
I w

as tired
 an

d
 h

e let m
e sleep

 in
 co

m
fo

rt. H
e, 

lik
e yo

u
, fed

 m
e w

ell. N
o

w
 th

at I h
ave rested

 I 
w

an
t to

 tell yo
u
 all ab

o
u
t m

yself. A
n

d
 I n

eed
 to

 
ask

 fo
r yo

u
r h

elp
. 

I w
ill tell yo

u
 h

o
w

 I cam
e h

ere an
d

 all th
at h

as 
h

ap
p

en
ed

 
to

 
m

e 
sin

ce 
I 

left 
m

y 
h

o
m

e 
m

an
y 

w
eeks ago

. 

M
y n

am
e is D

o
n

 A
lvaro

 d
e M

en
d
o

za. M
y fath

er 
is a clo

se relatio
n

 o
f K

in
g P

h
ilip

. O
u
r fam

ily is 
o

n
e o

f th
e n

o
b

lest in
 S

p
ain

. 

O
u
r h

o
m

e is B
arcelo

n
a, th

e m
o

st b
eau

tifu
l p

lace 
in

 th
e w

h
o

le w
o

rld
. S

u
rely n

o
 p

lace o
n

 earth
 is 

b
etter 

th
an

 
th

e 
p

lace 
th

at 
a 

m
an

 
can

 
call 

h
is 

h
o

m
e? 

I 
grew

 
u
p

 
in

 
m

y 
fath

er’s 
castle, 

o
n

 
a 

h
illsid

e 
ab

o
v
e 

th
e 

p
o

rt 
w

h
ere 

m
y 

fam
ily 

h
as 

liv
ed

 
fo

r 
m

an
y, m

an
y years. M

y fath
er h

as rich
 farm

lan
d

s, 
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w
ith

 h
u
n

d
red

s o
f farm

ers w
h

o
 p

ay h
im

 ren
t an

d
 

h
o

ld
 h

im
 in

 great resp
ect. 

W
h

en
 

h
e 

w
as 

a 
yo

u
n

g 
m

an
 

m
y 

fath
er 

w
as 

a 
so

ld
ier in

 th
e arm

y o
f o

u
r K

in
g. O

u
r h

o
m

e h
as 

m
an

y 
treasu

res 
w

h
ich

 
m

y 
fath

er 
w

o
n

 
as 

an
 

o
fficer in

 th
e service o

f S
p

ain
 w

h
en

 h
e fo

u
gh

t in
 

th
e 

L
o

w
 

C
o

u
n

tries. 
W

e 
h

ave 
m

arvello
u
s 

fu
rn

itu
re; every ro

o
m

 h
as b

een
 d

eco
rated

 in
 th

e 
m

o
st elab

o
rate w

ay. 

I h
av

e a b
ro

th
er an

d
 th

ree sisters, all o
ld

er th
an

 
m

e. 

W
h

en
 I w

as a little b
o

y w
e all h

ad
 a w

o
n

d
erfu

l 
tim

e, p
layin

g w
ith

 o
u
r n

u
rse w

h
o

 w
atch

ed
 o

ver 
u
s. S

h
e w

as a strict o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 b
u
t sh

e w
as v

ery 
go

o
d

 
to

 
u
s. 

W
e 

h
ad

 
lo

ts 
o

f 
fu

n
 

w
ith

 
all 

o
u
r 

an
im

als an
d

 gam
es. 

W
h

en
 

I 
w

as 
a 

little 
o

ld
er 

I 
h

ad
 

a 
m

arv
ello

u
s 

teach
er, an

 o
ld

 p
riest fro

m
 C

o
rk

. H
e w

as a h
o

ly 
m

an
 

an
d

 
to

ld
 

m
e 

m
u
ch

 
ab

o
u
t 

th
e 

w
o

rld
. 

H
e 

tau
gh

t m
e m

ath
em

atics, an
d
 L

atin
, an

d
 p

o
etry, 

an
d

 geo
grap

h
y, an

d
 h

isto
ry. A

lso
, h

e tau
gh

t m
e 

yo
u
r lan

gu
age. W

e p
ractised

 it to
geth

er w
h

en
 w

e 
w

en
t o

n
 lo

n
g w

alks in
 th

e co
u
n

trysid
e n

ear m
y 

h
o

m
e. 

O
n

e d
ay m

y fath
er talk

ed
 to

 m
e ab

o
u
t m

y fu
tu

re. 
H

e said
 I co

u
ld

 en
ter p

u
b

lic life as a d
ip

lo
m

at o
r 

h
elp

 
to

 
ru

n
 

th
e 

fam
ily 

estates. 
F

o
r 

a 
w

h
ile 

I 
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th
o

u
gh

t ab
o

u
t b

eco
m

in
g a p

riest in
 th

e C
h

u
rch

. 
In

 
th

e 
en

d
, 

after 
m

u
ch

 
th

o
u
gh

t 
an

d
 

p
rayer, 

I 
b

ecam
e a so

ld
ier. 

Ju
st after m

y sixteen
th

 b
irth

d
ay I b

ecam
e a ju

n
io

r 
o

fficer in
 th

e arm
y o

f o
u
r great K

in
g. I w

en
t to

 
serve in

 th
e co

lo
n

ies in
 S

o
u
th

 A
m

erica. It is a 
d

an
gero

u
s 

p
lace 

an
d

 
very 

d
ifferen

t 
fro

m
 

an
yw

h
ere I h

ad
 ever b

een
 b

efo
re. W

e h
ad

 m
an

y 
b

attles again
st th

e p
eo

p
le th

ere. 

M
y jo

b
 w

as to
 lead

 sm
all gro

u
p

s o
f sco

u
ts o

n
 

m
ilitary exp

ed
itio

n
s. W

e trav
elled

 d
eep

 in
to

 th
e 

co
u
n

trysid
e, gath

erin
g in

fo
rm

atio
n

 to
 m

ake m
ap

s 
fo

r 
o

u
r 

arm
y. 

It 
w

as 
d

ifficu
lt 

an
d

 
d

an
gero

u
s 

w
o

rk. 
S
o

m
etim

es 
th

e 
In

d
ian

s 
cap

tu
red

 
o

u
r 

sco
u
tin

g p
arties an

d
 d

id
 terrib

le th
in

gs to
 th

em
. 

M
an

y w
ere to

rtu
red

 an
d

 k
illed

. It w
as h

o
rrib

le. 
B

u
t w

e w
ere so

ld
iers an

d
 w

e h
ad

 to
 d

o
 o

u
r d

u
ty. 

T
h

e co
u
n

trysid
e w

as very b
eau

tifu
l. S

o
m

etim
es 

w
e w

en
t fo

r d
ays an

d
 w

eek
s acro

ss great p
lain

s, 
far fro

m
 h

ills o
r m

o
u
n

tain
s. I led

 m
y m

en
 u

p
 

great riv
ers in

 sm
all b

o
ats, w

ith
 th

ick
 ju

n
gle o

n
 

ev
ery sid

e. W
e h

eard
 an

d
 saw

 n
o

isy b
ird

s, m
an

y 
w

ith
 lo

n
g tails, an

d
 w

ild
 an

im
als w

e h
ad

 n
ever 

seen
 b

efo
re, an

d
 glo

rio
u
s p

lan
ts w

ith
 b

lo
sso

m
s 

o
f exo

tic co
lo

u
rs. 

In
 th

at lan
d
 th

e w
eath

er w
as v

ery co
ld

 in
 w

in
ter 

b
u
t in

 th
e su

m
m

er it w
as h

o
t an

d
 stick

y. 
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M
an

y o
f m

y co
m

p
an

io
n

s b
ecam

e sick
 an

d
 d

ied
 

o
f stran

ge illn
esses. O

u
r d

o
cto

rs h
ad

 n
ev

er seen
 

su
ch

 sickn
esses b

efo
re an

d
 co

u
ld

 d
o

 n
o

th
in

g to
 

h
elp

. T
h

eir cu
res an

d
 m

ed
icin

es w
ere u

seless. 

I 
fo

u
gh

t 
in

 
sev

eral 
great 

cam
p

aign
s 

an
d
 

w
as 

rew
ard

ed
 w

ith
 treasu

re w
h

en
 w

e cap
tu

red
 to

w
n

s 
an

d
 cities. 

A
fter fo

u
r lo

n
g, h

ard
 years m

y regim
en

t retu
rn

ed
 

h
o

m
e 

to
 

S
p

ain
, 

b
rin

gin
g 

o
u
r 

treasu
re. 

M
y 

servan
ts 

carried
 
m

an
y 

w
o

o
d

en
 
ch

ests, 
filled

 
to

 
th

e 
to

p
 

w
ith

 
go

ld
 

an
d
 

silv
er 

an
d

 
ru

b
ies 

an
d
 

p
earls.  

M
y fam

ily w
as v

ery h
ap

p
y to

 see m
e. M

y m
o

th
er 

an
d

 sisters cried
. T

h
ey w

ere glad
 w

e h
ad

 su
rv

iv
ed

 
all th

e d
an

gers o
f th

e m
ilitary exp

ed
itio

n
s. 

T
h

en
 o

n
e d

ay last sp
rin

g an
o

th
er o

fficer in
 m

y 
regim

en
t cam

e to
 visit m

e secretly. H
e to

ld
 m

e 
th

at o
u
r great K

in
g P

h
ilip

 w
as p

lan
n

in
g to

 attack 
E

n
glan

d
 an

d
 asked

 m
e to

 serv
e again

 in
 th

e arm
y. 

I agreed
 b

ecau
se it w

as m
y d

u
ty to

 serv
e m

y K
in

g 
an

d
 co

u
n

try. 

K
in

g P
h

ilip
 w

as in
 d

isp
u
te w

ith
 E

lizab
eth

, Q
u
een

 
o

f E
n

glan
d
.  

H
e 

su
p

p
o

rted
 

E
lizab

eth
’s 

co
u
sin

 
M

ary 
an

d
 

w
an

ted
 h

er to
 b

e Q
u
een

 in
stead

. E
lizab

eth
 k

ep
t 

M
ary in

 p
riso

n
 fo

r sev
eral years. T

h
en

 last year 
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E
lizab

eth
 

gav
e 

o
rd

ers 
fo

r 
h

er 
co

u
sin

 
to

 
b

e 
execu

ted
. 

O
u
r 

great 
K

in
g 

P
h

ilip
 
w

as 
also

 
an

gry 
b

ecau
se 

E
n

glish
 

p
irates 

o
ften

 
attack

ed
 

S
p

an
ish

 
sh

ip
s 

w
h

en
 th

ey w
ere co

m
in

g b
ack h

o
m

e fu
ll o

f go
ld

 
fro

m
 A

m
erica. H

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 attack
 an

d
 try to

 
b

rin
g E

lizab
eth

 d
o

w
n

.  

B
u
t n

o
w

, L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell, I m
u
st tell yo

u
 ab

o
u
t 

th
e 

jo
u
rn

ey 
th

at 
b

ro
u
gh

t 
m

e 
h

ere 
to

 
yo

u
r 

co
u
n

try. I w
ill tell yo

u
 ab

o
u
t m

y vo
yage an

d
 all 

th
e tro

u
b

les w
e h

ad
, an

d
 th

e figh
tin

g, an
d

 th
e 

terrib
le w

eath
er - an

d
 th

e sh
ip

w
reck

. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 5

  

S
e
ttin

g
 S

a
il 

 It w
as a b

righ
t m

o
rn

in
g in

 late M
ay w

h
en

 w
e set 

sail fro
m

 th
e p

o
rt o

f L
isb

o
n

. 

O
u
r 

fleet 
h

ad
 

o
n

e 
h

u
n

d
red

 
an

d
 

th
irty 

o
f 

th
e 

fin
est sh

ip
s in

 S
p

ain
. O

u
r sailo

rs w
ere th

e b
est in

 
E

u
ro

p
e. T

h
ey h

ad
 th

e b
est arm

s an
d

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t 
o

u
r K

in
g P

h
ilip

 co
u
ld

 p
ro

vid
e. 

I w
as th

e co
m

m
an

d
er o

f th
e S

anta M
aria, o

n
e o

f 
th

e 
b

est 
sh

ip
s 

in
 

th
e 

fleet 
o

f 
o

u
r 

great 
K

in
g 

P
h

ilip
. 

T
h

ere 
w

ere 
m

o
re 

th
an

 
tw

o
 

h
u
n

d
red

 
so

ld
iers an

d
 sailo

rs o
n

 b
o

ard
, as w

ell as tw
en

ty 
eigh

t h
eav

y gu
n

s. W
e h

ad
 a lo

t o
f exp

erien
ce o

f 
figh

tin
g again

st th
e en

em
ies o

f S
p

ain
 th

ro
u
gh

o
u
t 

th
e w

o
rld

. 

T
h

e 
p

riests 
b

lessed
 

o
u
r 

sh
ip

s 
an

d
 

th
eir 

crew
s 

b
efo

re 
th

ey 
left 

th
e 

h
arb

o
u
r. 

T
h

e 
A

rch
b

ish
o

p
 

p
rayed

 fo
r th

e su
ccess o

f th
e fleet an

d
 fo

r th
e 

safety 
o

f 
th

e 
b

rav
e 

m
en

 
w

h
o

 
sailed

 
o

n
 

th
is 

d
an

gero
u
s exp

ed
itio

n
.  

T
h

e C
o

m
m

an
d

er o
f th

e F
leet w

as th
e D

u
ke o

f 
M

ed
in

a S
id

o
n

ia, a clo
se frien

d
 o

f m
y fath

er. 

I 
w

atch
ed

 
th

e 
sh

ip
s 

w
h

ich
 
w

ere 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

S
anta M

aria. A
ll alo

n
g th

e co
ast lo

ts m
o

re sh
ip

s 

  
20

w
ere settin

g sail. F
lags flew

 o
n

 to
p

 o
f th

e m
asts. 

It w
as a w

o
n

d
erfu

l sigh
t. 

T
h

is w
as th

e S
p

an
ish

 A
rm

ad
a! 

M
o

re th
an

 2
0,0

00
 so

ld
iers an

d
 sailo

rs w
ere go

in
g 

to
 attack

 E
n

glan
d

. W
e h

ad
 d

o
cto

rs an
d
 p

riests o
n

 
ev

ery 
sh

ip
. 

I 
h

ad
 
tw

o
 
servan

ts, 
m

en
 
w

h
o

 
h

ad
 

gro
w

n
 
u
p

 
w

ith
 
m

e 
in

 
m

y 
fath

er’s 
h

o
u
se. 

T
h

e 
o

th
er o

fficers h
ad

 th
eir servan

ts to
o

. 

A
s 

th
e 

su
n

 
ro

se 
h

igh
er 

in
to

 
th

e 
sk

y 
o

u
r 

sh
ip

 
m

o
v
ed

 
fu

rth
er 

an
d

 
fu

rth
er 

fro
m

 
th

e 
co

ast 
o

f 
S
p

ain
. 

W
e w

atch
ed

, m
y o

fficers an
d

 I, w
h

ile th
e h

ills o
f 

h
o

m
e go

t sm
aller an

d
 sm

aller as w
e sailed

 slo
w

ly 
aw

ay. 

A
ll th

e S
p

an
ish

 sh
ip

s w
ere b

ig. T
h

ey all h
ad

 lo
ts 

o
f h

eavy gu
n

s. T
h

ey carried
 en

o
u
gh

 fo
o

d
 fo

r six 
m

o
n

th
s. W

e h
ad

 sack
s o

f rice an
d

 great ro
u
n

d
 

ch
eeses an

d
 h

u
ge sid

es o
f salt p

o
rk

 an
d

 b
aco

n
. 

W
e also

 h
ad

 salt b
eef, tu

n
a fish

, o
il an

d
 vin

egar. 
T

h
ere w

as lo
ts o

f w
ater an

d
 w

in
e fo

r th
e so

ld
iers 

an
d

 sailo
rs to

 d
rin

k. 

T
h

e sea jo
u
rn

ey to
o

k
 several w

eek
s. T

h
e w

eath
er 

w
as m

o
re lik

e w
in

ter th
an

 su
m

m
er an

d
 th

e n
o

rth
 

w
in

d
s w

ere again
st u

s. B
u
t at last w

e cau
gh

t sigh
t 

o
f th

e co
ast o

f E
n

glan
d

. 

T
h

e E
n

glish
 sh

ip
s w

ere w
aitin

g fo
r u

s!  
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F
o

r 
sev

eral 
d
ays 

w
e 

m
o

v
ed

 
u
p

 
th

e 
C

h
an

n
el, 

lo
o

k
in

g fo
r o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ities to

 attack th
e E

n
glish

 
fleet. 

W
e sailed

 clo
ser an

d
 clo

ser in
 a great cu

rved
 lin

e. 
S
m

o
k
e 

b
lazed

 
fro

m
 

o
u
r 

gu
n

s 
as 

each
 

cap
tain

 
fired

 h
is h

eavy can
n

o
n

s. 

T
h

e E
n

glish
 sh

ip
s w

ere sm
aller an

d
 faster th

an
 

o
u
r 

sh
ip

s. 
T

h
ey 

co
u
ld

 
m

o
v
e 

m
o

re 
easily 

in
 

n
arro

w
 sp

aces. T
h

e E
n

glish
 so

ld
iers w

ere go
o

d
 at 

figh
tin

g o
n

 sh
ip

s. 

S
u
d

d
en

ly o
n

e o
f o

u
r S

p
an

ish
 sh

ip
s exp

lo
d

ed
! Its 

am
m

u
n

itio
n

 sto
re h

ad
 cau

gh
t fire. T

h
ere w

as a 
terrib

le b
an

g. F
lam

es leap
t u

p
 in

to
 th

e n
igh

t sky. 
H

u
ge p

ieces o
f tim

b
er sh

o
t h

igh
 in

 th
e air. 

L
ater, 

w
h

en
 

o
u
r 

sh
ip

s 
w

ere 
an

ch
o

red
 

o
ff 

th
e 

F
ren

ch
 co

ast at C
alais, th

e E
n

glish
 ad

m
iral sen

t 
firesh

ip
s to

w
ard

s th
e S

p
an

ish
 fleet. 

It w
as n

early m
id

n
igh

t. 

I sto
o

d
 w

ith
 m

y o
fficers w

atch
in

g fro
m

 th
e S

anta 
M

aria as th
e firesh

ip
s m

o
ved

 to
w

ard
s u

s. T
h

ey 
d

rifted
 

clo
ser 

an
d

 
clo

ser, 
filled

 
w

ith
 

p
itch

, 
m

o
v
in

g lik
e gh

o
sts acro

ss th
e sm

o
o

th
 sea. 

C
lo

ser an
d

 clo
ser th

ey cam
e, m

o
vin

g m
o

re an
d
 

m
o

re slo
w

ly. 
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T
h

en
 th

ere w
as a terrib

le W
H

O
O

O
O

O
O

S
H

 as, 
o

n
e after an

o
th

er, th
e p

itch
 o

n
 th

e firesh
ip

s b
u
rst 

in
to

 flam
es! 

O
u
r 

b
ig 

S
p

an
ish

 
sh

ip
s 

co
u
ld

 
n

o
t 

m
o

ve 
aw

ay 
q
u
ick

ly en
o

u
gh

. 

T
h

ere w
as lo

ts o
f n

o
ise an

d
 sm

o
k
e as w

e tried
 to

 
av

o
id

 
th

e 
firesh

ip
s. 

W
e 

b
ro

ke 
fo

rm
atio

n
 

an
d
 

scattered
 all acro

ss th
e sea. O

n
 th

e S
anta M

aria 
w

e w
ere terrified

 in
 case o

u
r sh

ip
 cau

gh
t fire to

o
. 

I co
u
ld

 n
o

t see v
ery m

u
ch

 b
u
t in

 th
e d

arkn
ess I 

co
u
ld

 h
ear m

en
 sh

o
u
tin

g an
d

 scream
in

g. 

T
h

e 
S

anta 
M

aria 
w

as 
b

ad
ly 

d
am

aged
 

w
h

en
 

an
o

th
er sh

ip
 crash

ed
 in

to
 u

s. M
an

y o
f th

e b
rave 

m
en

 in
 th

e crew
s o

f b
o

th
 sh

ip
s d

ied
, lo

st fo
r ev

er 
in

 th
e d

eep
 w

ater. 

S
o

m
e sh

ip
s b

egan
 to

 sin
k. O

th
ers started

 to
 h

ead
 

o
u
t to

 sea. 

I d
o

 n
o

t kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 m
an

y sh
ip

s w
ere lo

st o
r h

o
w

 
m

an
y o

f o
u
r b

rav
e m

en
 d

ied
; b

u
t I b

eliev
e it w

as 
a terrib

le d
isaster fo

r o
u
r great K

in
g P

h
ilip

. 

In
 th

e h
u
rry an

d
 p

an
ic w

e escap
ed

 to
 th

e safety 
o

f th
e o

p
en

 seas. 

I gav
e o

rd
ers to

 m
y m

en
 to

 k
eep

 th
e S

anta M
aria 

aw
ay fro

m
 th

e ro
ck

y co
ast o

f E
n

glan
d
 an

d
 th

e 
firesh

ip
s. A

s d
aw

n
 cam

e I co
u
ld

 see h
o

w
 m

u
ch

 
d

am
age h

ad
 b

een
 d

o
n

e to
 o

u
r fleet. S

o
m

e sh
ip

s 
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h
ad

 
su

n
k
. 

O
th

ers 
w

ere 
still 

aflo
at 

b
u
t 

w
ere 

b
u
rn

in
g fiercely. 

T
h

en
 

th
e 

w
in

d
 

ch
an

ged
. 

A
 

n
ew

 
d
an

ger 
th

reaten
ed

 u
s. T

h
e rem

ain
in

g S
p

an
ish

 sh
ip

s w
ere 

b
lo

w
n

 
aw

ay 
fro

m
 

th
e 

ro
cks 

an
d

 
san

d
b

an
ks 

b
etw

een
 E

n
glan

d
 an

d
 F

ran
ce. W

e w
ere terrified

 
in

 case th
e w

in
d

s b
lew

 u
s to

w
ard

s th
e ro

cks. 

W
e 

h
ead

ed
 

o
u
t 

to
 

sea. 
T

h
e 

w
in

d
 

b
lew

 
u
s 

n
o

rth
w

ard
s. 

I d
id

 n
o

t sleep
 fo

r m
o

re th
an

 a co
u
p

le o
f h

o
u
rs 

at a tim
e. I w

as w
o

rried
 ab

o
u
t w

h
at m

igh
t lie 

ah
ead

 in
 th

e co
ld

 n
o

rth
 o

f B
ritain

, b
u
t w

e h
ad

 n
o

 
ch

o
ice. M

y o
fficers an

d
 m

en
 w

ere exh
au

sted
. It 

w
as m

y d
u
ty to

 get h
o

m
e w

ith
 m

y crew
 in

 th
e 

S
anta M

aria. 

S
o

m
e d

ays w
e co

u
ld

 see E
n

glish
 sh

ip
s far in

 th
e 

d
istan

ce, sailin
g b

eh
in

d
 u

s. S
o

 w
e k

ep
t o

n
, sailin

g 
fu

rth
er an

d
 fu

rth
er n

o
rth

. 

W
e sailed

 o
n

 fo
r m

an
y d

ays. W
e n

eed
ed

 to
 fin

d
 a 

p
lace w

h
ere w

e co
u
ld

 rep
air th

e d
am

age to
 o

u
r 

sh
ip

s. A
lso

, w
e n

eed
ed

 fresh
 fo

o
d

 an
d

 w
ater. 

I sp
en

t m
an

y h
o

u
rs w

ith
 m

y o
fficers, lo

o
k
in

g at 
m

ap
s an

d
 ch

arts to
 w

o
rk o

u
t o

u
r p

o
sitio

n
. 

F
ro

m
 tim

e to
 tim

e w
e cau

gh
t sigh

t o
f an

o
th

er 
S
p

an
ish

 sh
ip

 b
u
t m

o
st o

f th
e tim

e w
e sailed

 o
n

 
alo

n
e. 
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O
u
r fo

o
d

 w
as go

in
g b

ad
. T

h
e flo

u
r fo

r th
e b

read
 

w
as grey an

d
 sm

elled
 terrib

le. T
h

e salt p
o

rk
 in

 
th

e b
arrels w

as startin
g to

 tu
rn

 green
. W

e h
ad

 n
o

 
w

in
e left. T

h
e w

ater w
as fin

ish
ed

. T
h

e to
n

gu
es o

f 
m

an
y o

n
 b

o
ard

 started
 to

 tu
rn

 b
lack

 b
ecau

se th
ey 

h
ad

 n
o

th
in

g to
 d

rin
k. 

S
o

m
e o

f th
e crew

 w
en

t crazy an
d

 started
 to

 figh
t 

am
o

n
g th

em
selves. It w

as h
ard

 fo
r m

y o
fficers to

 
co

n
tro

l th
em

. M
an

y o
n

 b
o

ard
 b

ecam
e sick; so

m
e 

o
f th

em
 d

ied
 in

 great p
ain

. W
e h

ad
 to

 th
ro

w
 th

eir 
b

o
d

ies 
o

v
er 

th
e 

sid
e 

o
f 

th
e 

sh
ip

 
in

 
case 

th
ey 

in
fected

 th
e rest o

f u
s. A

 p
riest said

 p
rayers as 

o
u
r d

ead
 co

m
p

an
io

n
s san

k in
to

 th
e d

ark w
ater. 

I w
as afraid

 to
 lan

d
 o

n
 th

e co
ast. I w

as su
re th

at 
w

e 
w

o
u
ld

 
b

e 
in

 
d

an
ger 

if 
w

e 
m

et 
an

y 
o

f 
th

e 
p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 lived

 th
ere.  
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C
h

a
p

te
r 6

 

T
h

e
 D

o
n

’s
 D

e
c
is

io
n

 

 A
fter 

tw
o

 
w

eek
s 

w
e 

reach
ed

 
th

e 
n

o
rth

 
o

f 
S
co

tlan
d

. 

W
e 

h
ad

 
tw

o
 
ch

o
ices. 

W
e 

co
u
ld

 
tu

rn
 
o

u
r 

sh
ip

 
ro

u
n

d
 an

d
 h

ead
 b

ack
 d

o
w

n
 th

e east co
ast; o

r w
e 

co
u
ld

 try to
 get h

o
m

e b
y go

in
g d

o
w

n
 th

e w
est 

co
ast. 

It w
as a d

ifficu
lt d

ecisio
n

. I d
iscu

ssed
 it fo

r a 
lo

n
g tim

e w
ith

 th
e o

fficers in
 m

y cab
in

, lo
o

k
in

g 
carefu

lly at o
u
r m

ap
s an

d
 ch

arts. I th
o

u
gh

t fo
r 

h
o

u
rs b

efo
re I m

ad
e u

p
 m

y m
in

d
. 

‘‘H
ead

 fo
r Irelan

d
!’’ I sh

o
u
ted

 to
 th

e crew
. 

I h
ad

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 h
ead

 w
est an

d
 try to

 go
 ro

u
n

d
 

th
e Irish

 co
ast. I th

o
u
gh

t w
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e ab

le to
 

escap
e fro

m
 th

e E
n

glish
 sh

ip
s an

d
 get h

o
m

e to
 

S
p

ain
. 

W
e sailed

 o
n

, h
ead

in
g o

u
t in

to
 th

e A
tlan

tic o
n

 
o

u
r w

ay to
 Irelan

d
. 

B
y 

th
is 

tim
e 

life 
an

d
 

co
n

d
itio

n
s 

o
n

 
th

e 
S

anta 
M

aria w
ere terrib

le.  

T
h

e stin
k
 w

as aw
fu

l. W
e h

ad
 n

o
 d

rin
k
in

g w
ater 

left; each
 b

arrel h
ad

 a th
ick

 green
 slim

e o
n

 its 
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su
rface. O

u
r ch

eese an
d

 b
aco

n
 an

d
 rice w

ere fu
ll 

o
f m

aggo
ts; ev

en
 th

o
u
gh

 w
e w

ere starvin
g w

e 
co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
rin

g o
u
rselv

es to
 eat th

em
. 

E
ach

 d
ay so

m
e o

f th
e crew

 d
ied

 b
ecau

se o
f th

eir 
w

o
u
n

d
s 

o
r 

th
e 

d
iseases 

o
n

 
b

o
ard

 
th

e 
sh

ip
. 

A
lm

o
st ev

eryo
n

e w
as w

eak. M
an

y o
f th

e crew
 

w
ere m

ad
 w

ith
 h

u
n

ger an
d

 th
irst. E

v
ery d

ay w
e 

h
ad

 
to

 
th

ro
w

 
th

e 
b

o
d

ies 
o

f 
so

m
e 

o
f 

o
u
r 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s in
to

 th
e sea. W

e sailed
 o

n
, glad

 to
 b

e 
alive b

u
t sad

 to
 h

av
e lo

st so
 m

an
y o

f o
u
r crew

. 

F
o

r th
ree d

ays o
u
r sh

ip
 sailed

 so
u
th

 an
d
 w

est 
to

w
ard

s Irelan
d
. W

e k
ep

t a carefu
l lo

o
ko

u
t fo

r 
E

n
glish

 w
arsh

ip
s, b

u
t w

e d
id

 n
o

t see an
y. 

O
u
r m

ap
s an

d
 ch

arts w
ere n

o
t m

u
ch

 u
se; th

ey 
w

ere o
ld

 an
d

 n
o

t very accu
rate. F

o
r m

u
ch

 o
f th

e 
tim

e w
e co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e su

re exactly w
h

ere w
e w

ere. 

W
e w

an
ted

 to
 k

eep
 as clo

se as p
o

ssib
le to

 th
e 

m
ain

lan
d
, 

so
 

w
e 

co
u
ld

 
av

o
id

 
an

y 
E

n
glish

 
w

arsh
ip

s. 

A
t last w

e cam
e n

ear a sm
all islan

d
. W

e felt th
e 

sea get ro
u
gh

er as w
e p

assed
 b

etw
een

 th
e islan

d
 

an
d

 th
e m

ain
lan

d
. 

W
e fo

u
n

d
 - to

o
 late! - th

at th
ere w

as a w
h

irlp
o

o
l 

ah
ead

 o
f u

s. W
e co

u
ld

 n
o

t tu
rn

 an
d

 go
 b

ack
. W

e 
h

ad
 to

 sail as clo
se as w

e d
ared

 to
 th

e ro
ck

s o
f 

th
e islan

d
. W

e h
ad

 n
o

 tim
e to

 ch
an

ge d
irectio

n
. 

W
e w

en
t b

etw
een

 th
e ed

ge o
f th

e w
h

irlp
o

o
l an

d
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th
e sh

arp
 ro

ck
s. T

h
e sea w

as gettin
g ro

u
gh

er an
d
 

ro
u
gh

er. T
h

e ragin
g w

in
d

 sw
ep

t tw
o

 o
f th

e crew
 

o
v
erb

o
ard

.  

W
e m

an
aged

, w
ith

 great d
ifficu

lty, to
 steer o

u
r 

sh
ip

 aw
ay fro

m
 th

e sw
irlin

g w
ater an

d
 get to

 th
e 

calm
 o

f th
e o

p
en

 sea. 

T
h

en
 w

e sailed
 o

n
, glad

 to
 h

ave escap
ed

 fro
m

 th
e 

w
h

irlp
o

o
l. 

T
h

e sea w
as m

u
ch

 calm
er n

o
w

 an
d

 th
e w

in
d

 fell. 
B

y n
o

w
 th

e S
anta M

aria w
as b

ad
ly d

am
aged

. T
h

e 
crew

 h
ad

 to
 w

o
rk h

ard
 at th

e p
u
m

p
s. S

o
m

e u
sed

 
b

u
ck

ets to
 em

p
ty th

e b
o

tto
m

 o
f th

e sh
ip

 w
h

ere 
th

e sea w
ater w

as leak
in

g in
. 

W
e 

sailed
 
o

n
 
u
n

til 
w

e 
cam

e 
to

 
a 

p
lace 

w
h

ere 
th

ere w
ere great ro

cks w
ith

 six sid
es, risin

g h
igh

 
fro

m
 th

e sea to
 th

e to
p

 o
f th

e cliffs. N
ever in

 m
y 

life h
ad

 I seen
 su

ch
 a w

o
n

d
er! 

W
e kep

t clo
se to

 th
e lan

d
, to

 av
o

id
 an

y E
n

glish
 

sh
ip

s w
h

ich
 m

igh
t b

e in
 th

e area. In
 th

e d
istan

ce 
w

e saw
 a great castle, set o

n
 th

e ed
ge o

f a h
igh

 
cliff. 

W
e 

p
assed

 
th

e 
m

o
u
th

 
o

f 
a 

w
id

e 
river. 

In
 
th

e 
d

istan
ce 

w
e 

co
u
ld

 
see 

fish
erm

en
 

p
u
llin

g 
great 

n
ets fu

ll o
f fish

 fro
m

 th
e w

ater. A
s w

e p
assed

 b
y, 

far fro
m

 th
e co

ast, w
e w

atch
ed

 th
eir little fish

in
g 

b
o

ats to
ssin

g gen
tly o

n
 th

e sp
ark

lin
g w

ater o
f th

e 
silver sea. 
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T
h

en
 th

e sto
rm

 started
. 

A
s ev

en
in

g fell I co
u
ld

 see b
lack

 clo
u
d
s in

 th
e 

sky. A
 great sto

rm
 w

as co
m

in
g. 

A
t first th

e w
in

d
 w

as n
o

t fierce b
u
t b

efo
re lo

n
g 

h
eav

y rain
 w

as fallin
g. S

o
o

n
 it w

as d
ark

 an
d
 co

ld
 

an
d

 v
ery w

in
d
y. 

M
en

 
sh

o
u
ted

, 
th

e 
w

in
d

 
h

o
w

led
 

th
ro

u
gh

 
th

e 
ro

p
es, clo

u
d
s b

lo
tted

 o
u
t th

e ligh
t fro

m
 o

u
r eyes. 

W
e th

rew
 o

v
erb

o
ard

 as m
u
ch

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t as w
e 

co
u
ld

, 
h

o
p

in
g 

to
 

m
ak

in
g 

th
e 

sh
ip

 
ligh

ter 
an

d
 

easier to
 co

n
tro

l.  

N
igh

t 
cam

e, 
co

verin
g 

th
e 

sea 
as 

th
e 

h
eav

en
s 

th
u
n

d
ered

 an
d

 ligh
tn

in
g flash

ed
 again

 an
d

 again
 

acro
ss th

e sk
y. 

W
e h

ad
 n

ev
er seen

 su
ch

 a tem
p

est. O
u
r sh

ip
, 

w
ith

 its tired
 crew

, w
as in

 great d
an

ger. It w
as 

to
ssed

 
ab

o
u
t 

b
y 

th
e 

ro
arin

g 
w

in
d
s 

an
d
 

h
u
ge 

w
aves. 

M
an

y 
o

f 
m

y 
o

fficers 
an

d
 

m
en

 
w

ere 
alread

y sick
 an

d
 w

eary. 

T
h

e 
sailo

rs 
w

ere 
terrified

. 
M

an
y 

fell 
to

 
th

eir 
k
n

ees an
d
 p

rayed
. S

o
m

e cried
, w

ith
 tears flo

w
in

g 
d

o
w

n
 th

eir ch
eeks. W

e th
rew

 so
m

e o
f th

e sh
ip

’s 
arm

s an
d

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t o
v
er th

e sid
e. 

T
h

e sea w
as b

lack
 an

d
 ro

u
gh

. W
e saw

 n
eith

er th
e 

su
n

 
n

o
r 

th
e 

stars 
fo

r 
h

o
u
rs. 

T
h

e 
w

av
es 

w
ere 

h
u
ge, as h

igh
 as th

e h
ills! O

u
r sh

ip
 ro

se an
d

 fell 
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in
 

th
e 

w
ater, 

to
ssed

 
th

is 
w

ay 
an

d
 

th
at 

in
 

th
e 

tem
p

est. N
o

 o
n

e co
u
ld

 co
n

tro
l it. T

h
e w

o
o

d
en

 
sid

es 
an

d
 

th
e 

tall 
m

ast 
cracked

 
lo

u
d

ly 
as 

th
e 

stro
n

g 
w

in
d

 
an

d
 
h

eav
y 

w
av

es 
sm

ash
ed

 
again

st 
th

e sh
ip

. 

T
h

e w
in

d
s seem

ed
 to

 ro
ar an

d
 h

o
w

l fro
m

 ev
ery 

d
irectio

n
 at th

e sam
e tim

e, w
h

ip
p

in
g u

p
 th

e sea 
an

d
 ro

llin
g th

e w
av

es to
w

ard
s th

e sh
o

re. 

I h
eard

 so
m

e o
f th

e terrified
 crew

 o
n

 th
e d

eck
. 

‘‘I am
 so

rry I ev
er left S

p
ain

,’’ sh
o

u
ted

 o
n

e m
an

. 
‘‘I 

w
ish

 
I 

h
ad

 
d
ied

 
in

 
o

u
r 

sea 
b

attle 
w

ith
 
th

e 
E

n
glish

! If I get b
ack

 h
o

m
e I w

ill n
ever go

 to
 sea 

again
!’’ 

S
u
d

d
en

ly a h
u
ge w

ave, m
u
ch

 b
igger th

an
 an

y o
f 

th
e o

th
ers, crash

ed
 o

v
er th

e sh
ip

. M
an

y o
f th

e 
crew

 w
ere w

ash
ed

 o
verb

o
ard

. I n
ever saw

 th
em

 
again

. 

T
h

e sto
rm

 to
ssed

 th
e sh

ip
 all o

ver th
e sea. 

T
h

en
 

th
ere 

w
as 

an
o

th
er 

terrib
le 

crash
, 

ev
en

 
lo

u
d
er th

an
 an

y o
f th

e o
th

ers. 

A
n

o
th

er great w
av

e ro
se h

igh
 o

u
t o

f th
e sea an

d
 

sm
ash

ed
 in

to
 th

e sh
ip

. 

I w
as w

ash
ed

 o
ff th

e d
eck

, h
ittin

g m
y h

ead
 b

ad
ly 

o
n

 
a 

great 
p

iece 
o

f 
w

o
o

d
. 

I 
fo

u
n

d
 

m
yself 

sw
im

m
in

g in
 th

e co
ld

, d
ark

 w
ater. 
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I sw
am

 o
n

 an
d

 o
n

. T
h

e w
ater w

as ro
u
gh

. M
y 

w
h

o
le b

o
d
y ach

ed
. 

A
t last th

e sto
rm

 sto
p

p
ed

 an
d

 th
e sea go

t a little 
q
u
ieter. 

I d
o

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

 h
o

w
 lo

n
g th

e sto
rm

 lasted
. 

A
fter a lo

n
g tim

e I felt so
m

e ro
ck

s u
n

d
er m

y 
feet. I realised

 I m
u
st b

e n
ear lan

d
. T

h
en

 I p
u
t 

m
y legs d

o
w

n
. I co

u
ld

 stan
d
. T

h
e w

ater cam
e u

p
 

to
 m

y w
aist. I w

alked
 slo

w
ly o

u
t o

f th
e w

ater. 

A
t last I w

as safe o
n

 lan
d
! 

I 
staggered

 
fu

rth
er 

u
p

 
th

e 
b

each
. 

S
ea 

w
ater 

stream
ed

 fro
m

 m
y to

rn
 clo

th
es. 

M
y h

ead
 h

u
rt b

ad
ly. I w

as very, very tired
. 

I lay d
o

w
n

 u
n

d
er a b

ig ro
ck

, sh
eltered

 fro
m

 th
e 

w
in

d
 

b
y 

a 
th

ick
 

b
u
sh

. 
I 

h
ad

 
lo

st 
ev

eryth
in

g 
excep

t 
th

is 
go

ld
 
ch

ain
 
w

h
ich

 
m

y 
d

ear 
m

o
th

er 
gav

e m
e b

efo
re I left S

p
ain

. 

T
h

en
 I fell asleep

. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 7

  

M
o

r
e
 D

e
c
is

io
n

s
 fo

r
 th

e
 D

o
n

 

 T
h

e D
o

n
’s sto

ry w
as fin

ish
ed

.  

E
v
eryo

n
e sat h

u
sh

ed
 an

d
 q

u
iet in

 th
e great h

all 
o

f L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell.  

T
h

en
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell b

ro
ke th

e silen
ce. 

‘‘D
o

n
 A

lvaro
 d

e las E
sp

añ
as, yo

u
 h

av
e to

ld
 u

s a 
m

arv
ello

u
s sto

ry,’’ h
e said

. ‘‘It is a terrib
le sto

ry, 
to

o
. 

Y
o

u
 

h
ad

 
a 

h
ard

 
jo

u
rn

ey 
in

 
th

e 
last 

few
 

m
o

n
th

s. 
T

h
e 

w
eath

er 
h

ere 
in

 
au

tu
m

n
 
is 

o
ften

 
v
ery b

ad
. Y

o
u
r sh

ip
 an

d
 crew

 su
ffered

 greatly.’’ 

‘‘T
h

an
k
 

yo
u
, 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell,’’ 

said
 

th
e 

D
o

n
. 

‘‘B
u
t n

o
w

 I m
u
st ask yo

u
r h

elp
. I am

 a stran
ger 

in
 a stran

ge lan
d

.’’  

‘‘D
o

n
 A

lvaro
, w

e w
ill lo

o
k
 after yo

u
,’’ said

 L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell. ‘‘Y

o
u
 h

ave seen
 so

m
e o

f th
e w

o
n

d
ers 

o
f o

u
r co

ast as yo
u
 sailed

 to
 D

o
n

egal. Y
o

u
 are 

lu
ck

y to
 h

ave escap
ed

 fro
m

 th
e great w

h
irlp

o
o

l at 
R

ath
lin

; 
m

an
y 

sh
ip

s 
h

ave 
p

erish
ed

 
th

ere. 
T

h
e 

stran
ge 

ro
ck

s 
w

ith
 

six 
sid

es 
are 

th
e 

G
ian

t’s 
C

au
sew

ay, w
h

ere th
e gian

t F
in

n
 M

cC
o

o
l cro

ssed
 

to
 S

co
tlan

d
 to

 figh
t h

is co
u
sin

. T
h

en
 yo

u
 saw

 th
e 

great castle o
f D

u
n

lu
ce.’’ 
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‘‘T
h

is is a m
arvello

u
s lan

d
,’’ said

 th
e D

o
n

. ‘‘It is 
fu

ll o
f w

o
n

d
erfu

l sigh
ts, greater an

d
 b

etter th
an

 
an

yth
in

g I h
ave ever seen

, even
 in

 A
m

erica.’’ 

H
e lo

o
k
ed

 acro
ss th

e great h
all. D

eird
re, L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s 
b

eau
tifu

l 
d

au
gh

ter, 
w

as 
w

atch
in

g 
h

im
 w

ith
 sh

in
in

g eyes.  

‘‘It co
u
ld

 b
e d

an
gero

u
s fo

r yo
u
 to

 stay h
ere, D

o
n

 
A

lv
aro

,’’ said
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. 

‘‘B
u
t is it n

o
t m

o
re d

an
gero

u
s fo

r m
e to

 travel 
th

ro
u
gh

 
th

e 
h

ill 
co

u
n

try?" 
ask

ed
 

th
e 

D
o

n
. 

‘‘S
u
rely E

n
glish

 so
ld

iers are ev
eryw

h
ere, lo

o
k
in

g 
fo

r 
S
p

an
ish

 
so

ld
iers 

like 
m

e 
w

h
o

 
h

ave 
b

een
 

w
recked

 o
n

 th
e co

ast?’’ 

‘‘D
o

n
 

A
lv

aro
, 

yo
u
 

are 
righ

t,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
‘‘L

o
rd

 
F

itzw
illiam

, 
th

e 
E

n
glish

 
go

v
ern

o
r, h

as given
 o

rd
ers th

at all S
p

an
iard

s w
h

o
 

co
m

e ash
o

re m
u
st b

e cap
tu

red
 an

d
 tak

en
 to

 h
im

. 
B

u
t D

o
n

egal is a rem
o

te p
lace; L

o
rd

 F
itzw

illiam
 

an
d

 h
is E

n
glish

 so
ld

iers seld
o

m
 co

m
e h

ere. S
o

 
yo

u
 h

ave tw
o

 ch
o

ices. Y
o

u
 w

ill fin
d

 frien
d

s h
ere 

w
ith

 
B

ish
o

p
 

R
ed

m
o

n
d
; 

h
e 

d
o

es 
n

o
t 

like 
th

e 
E

n
glish

 an
d

 w
ill b

e h
ap

p
y to

 h
elp

 yo
u
. Y

o
u
 can

 
try to

 go
 b

ack h
o

m
e to

 S
p

ain
 th

ro
u
gh

 S
co

tlan
d

. 
O

r yo
u
 can

 stay w
ith

 u
s till th

e w
in

ter is o
ver. W

e 
are 

n
o

 
frien

d
s 

o
f 

th
e 

E
n

glish
. 

T
h

is 
is 

w
ild

 
co

u
n

try an
d

 w
e d

o
 n

o
t w

elco
m

e th
em

 w
h

en
 th

ey 
co

m
e.’’ 
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E
v
eryo

n
e in

 th
e h

all ch
eered

. L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell 
w

as a great figh
ter again

st th
e E

n
glish

 w
h

en
 th

ey 
cam

e to
 D

o
n

egal. 

‘‘L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell, th
an

k
 yo

u
 fo

r yo
u
r o

ffer,’’ said
 

th
e D

o
n

. ‘‘I w
ill stay q

u
ietly in

 yo
u
r h

o
m

e. I am
 

tired
 an

d
 I n

eed
 to

 rest. It is to
o

 d
an

gero
u
s, I 

th
in

k, to
 travel w

h
ere th

e E
n

glish
 m

igh
t fin

d
 m

e. 
A

lso
, it w

ill so
o

n
 b

e w
in

ter an
d

 it w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e 

easy to
 fin

d
 m

y w
ay in

 a stran
ge co

u
n

try.’’ 

‘‘Y
o

u
 are w

elco
m

e to
 stay,’’ said

 L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
‘‘Y

o
u
 can

 live q
u
ietly h

ere. T
h

e E
n

glish
 so

ld
iers 

w
ill n

ev
er fin

d
 yo

u
. W

e w
ill b

e h
ap

p
y to

 lo
o

k 
after a b

rav
e an

d
 n

o
b

le m
an

, su
ch

 as yo
u
 are. 

Y
o

u
 can

 jo
in

 u
s w

h
en

 w
e go

 h
u
n

tin
g in

 th
e h

ills 
o

r w
h

en
 w

e go
 to

 visit o
u
r n

eigh
b

o
u
rs. W

e are 
cattle 

m
en

, 
b

u
t 

th
e 

cattle 
are 

n
o

t 
alw

ays 
o

u
r 

o
w

n
!’’ 

E
v
eryo

n
e 

lau
gh

ed
 

again
 

at 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s 
jo

k
e. 

C
attle 

stealin
g 

w
as 

a 
great 

sp
o

rt 
fo

r 
th

e 
lo

rd
s o

f Irelan
d

. H
e w

as o
n

e o
f th

e greatest cattle 
raid

ers in
 th

e n
o

rth
 o

f Irelan
d
. 

‘‘T
h

an
k
 yo

u
 fo

r yo
u
r k

in
d
n

ess to
 m

e,’’ said
 th

e 
D

o
n

. 

‘‘W
e m

u
st h

elp
 yo

u
 n

o
w

,’’ said
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. 

‘‘W
e w

ill get yo
u
 fresh

 clo
th

es to
 w

ear an
d

 stro
n

g 
b

o
o

ts 
fo

r 
yo

u
r 

feet. 
A

lso
, 

yo
u
 

n
eed

 
so

m
e 
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o
in

tm
en

t fo
r yo

u
r w

o
u
n

d
, to

 h
elp

 yo
u
 get b

etter 
q
u
ick

ly.’’ 

In
 a far co

rn
er o

f L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s great h
all 

o
n

e p
erso

n
 w

as v
ery glad

 th
at th

e D
o

n
 w

as go
in

g 
to

 stay. D
eird

re said
 n

o
th

in
g; b

u
t sh

e co
n

tin
u
ed

 
to

 
lo

o
k
 
clo

sely 
at 

th
e 

h
an

d
so

m
e 

stran
ger 

w
h

o
 

h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

 far acro
ss th

e sea. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 8

  

L
iv

in
g
 in

 L
o

r
d

 O
’D

o
n

n
e
ll’s

 C
a

s
tle

 

 T
h

e D
o

n
 so

o
n

 settled
 d

o
w

n
 at L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s 

castle.  

H
e 

rested
 

fo
r 

sev
eral 

d
ays 

an
d

 
b

egan
 

to
 

feel 
b

etter. 

E
v
eryo

n
e w

as v
ery k

in
d

 to
 h

im
. H

e w
as still tired

 
an

d
 

sick
 

after 
h

is 
terrib

le 
jo

u
rn

ey 
an

d
 

th
e 

sh
ip

w
reck. P

eo
p

le b
ro

u
gh

t h
im

 p
resen

ts o
f fresh

 
fo

o
d

 to
 h

elp
 h

im
 get h

is stren
gth

 b
ack

.  

W
h

en
 h

e started
 to

 reco
v
er th

e D
o

n
 w

an
ted

 to
 

d
o

 so
m

e w
o

rk
 o

n
 th

e lan
d

 aro
u
n

d
 th

e castle. 

A
s th

e w
eeks w

en
t b

y h
e en

jo
yed

 th
e h

ard
 w

o
rk 

in
 
th

e 
fresh

 
air. 

S
o

m
e 

d
ays 

h
e 

w
o

rk
ed

 
in

 
th

e 
field

s w
ith

 th
e o

th
er m

en
 an

d
 girls, h

elp
in

g to
 

b
rin

g in
 th

e o
ats an

d
 b

arley. T
h

e D
o

n
 w

o
rk

ed
 

h
ard

 o
n

 L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s lan
d

. T
h

e w
o

rk w
as 

d
ifferen

t fro
m

 an
yth

in
g h

e h
ad

 ev
er d

o
n

e b
efo

re. 

H
e 

w
as 

yo
u
n

g 
an

d
 

stro
n

g, 
an

d
 

h
e 

learn
ed

 
q
u
ickly. 

O
n

e 
ev

en
in

g 
h

e 
w

en
t 

fish
in

g 
w

ith
 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell. T

h
ey w

en
t o

u
t fro

m
 th

e sh
o

re in
 a 

little fish
in

g b
o

at. ‘‘W
e w

ill eat w
ell to

n
igh

t, D
o

n
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A
lv

aro
,’’ said

 L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. ‘‘T
h

e b
est fish

 in
 

th
e w

o
rld

 live in
 th

e sea h
ere.’’ 

T
h

ey ro
w

ed
 slo

w
ly aw

ay fro
m

 th
e b

each
, th

en
 

d
ro

p
p

ed
 th

eir lin
es o

ver th
e sid

e. 

W
h

en
 th

ey h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
 th

e b
o

tto
m

 o
f th

e b
o

at 
w

as filled
 w

ith
 co

d
, m

ackerel an
d

 h
errin

g, an
d
 a 

few
 o

th
er fish

 th
e D

o
n

 h
ad

 n
ev

er seen
 b

efo
re. 

D
u
rin

g th
e d

ay h
e h

elp
ed

 th
e m

en
 to

 p
rep

are th
e 

b
u
ild

in
gs fo

r th
e w

in
ter.  

T
h

ey p
u
t n

ew
 th

atch
 o

n
 th

e sh
ed

s an
d
 carried

 b
ig 

sto
n

es 
fro

m
 

th
e 

field
s 

to
 

rep
air 

th
e 

w
alls. 

A
 

co
u
p

le o
f m

en
 sp

en
t a few

 d
ays rep

lacin
g lo

o
se 

co
b

b
les in

 th
e yard

 w
ith

 n
ew

 sto
n

es th
ey b

ro
u
gh

t 
fro

m
 th

e sh
o

re. 

O
n

e d
ay th

e p
igm

an
 cam

e to
 th

e castle. H
e d

id
 

n
o

t sp
eak

 v
ery m

u
ch

. T
h

e m
en

 h
erd

ed
 th

e p
igs 

in
to

 
th

e 
sty, 

w
aitin

g 
fo

r 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell 
to

 
co

m
e. T

h
ere w

as a lo
t o

f sq
u
ealin

g fro
m

 th
e fat 

p
igs, all cro

w
d
ed

 to
geth

er. 

T
h

en
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell arrived

. 

‘‘It is tim
e to

 ch
o

o
se o

u
r C

h
ristm

as d
in

n
er, D

o
n

 
A

lv
aro

,’’ h
e said

. ‘‘W
e can

n
o

t feed
 all th

e an
im

als 
th

ro
u
gh

 th
e w

in
ter. W

e k
eep

 so
m

e an
d

 k
ill so

m
e 

to
 
give 

u
s 

m
eat 

d
u
rin

g 
th

e 
co

ld
 
seaso

n
. 

N
o

w
 

th
en

, w
h

ich
 o

n
es w

ill w
e k

eep
 an

d
 w

h
ich

 o
n

es 
w

ill w
e sen

d
 to

 th
e p

igm
an

?’’  
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T
h

e 
p

igs 
sq

u
eaked

 
an

d
 

sq
u
ealed

 
as 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell 

p
o

ked
 

an
d

 
p

ro
d

d
ed

 
th

em
 

w
ith

 
h

is 
stick. W

h
en

 h
e ch

o
se a p

ig th
e m

en
 p

u
lled

 it o
u
t 

o
f th

e sty. T
h

ey to
o

k it o
ff to

 th
e o

th
er sid

e o
f 

th
e yard

 w
h

ere th
e p

igm
an

 sto
o

d
. 

E
veryo

n
e cam

e o
u
t in

to
 th

e yard
 to

 w
atch

. 

T
h

e p
igm

an
 h

eld
 a lo

n
g sh

arp
 k

n
ife in

 h
is h

an
d
s. 

A
 

w
o

o
d

en
 

rack
 

w
ith

 
h

o
o

k
s 

an
d

 
ro

p
es 

sto
o

d
 

again
st 

th
e 

w
all; 

th
ere 

w
ere 

so
m

e 
b

u
ck

ets 
u
n

d
ern

eath
. H

e p
lu

n
ged

 th
e kn

ife in
to

 th
e p

ig’s 
h

eart, 
q
u
ickly 

an
d
 

sk
ilfu

lly. 
A

ll 
th

e 
p

eo
p

le 
clap

p
ed

. 

S
o

m
e o

f th
e m

en
 lifted

 th
e b

ig an
im

al an
d

 set it 
in

 a great b
asin

 o
f w

arm
 w

ater. A
fter th

e b
o

d
y 

h
ad

 so
ak

ed
 fo

r a w
h

ile th
ey lifted

 it o
u
t again

 an
d
 

set it o
n

 a b
en

ch
. It w

as easy to
 scrap

e o
ff th

e 
h

air. 

T
h

e p
igm

an
 an

d
 th

e m
en

 lifted
 th

e d
ead

 p
ig o

n
 

to
 a h

o
o

k; it h
u
n

g d
o

w
n

, w
ith

 its h
ead

 n
early 

to
u
ch

in
g 

th
e 

gro
u
n

d
 

ju
st 

ab
o

v
e 

a 
w

o
o

d
en

 
b

u
ck

et. It stayed
 like th

at fo
r sev

eral d
ays. 

T
h

en
 th

e p
igm

an
 cam

e b
ack

 an
d

 fin
ish

ed
 o

ff h
is 

w
o

rk. F
irst h

e cu
t o

ff th
e h

ead
 an

d
 rem

o
v
ed

 th
e 

b
o

n
es. 

T
h

en
 
h

e 
cu

t 
th

e 
rest 

o
f 

th
e 

b
o

d
y 

in
to

 
p

ieces. T
h

e o
ld

 w
o

m
en

 to
o

k
 th

ese an
d

 p
u
t so

m
e 

o
f th

em
 in

to
 b

arrels o
f salt w

ater; o
th

ers w
ere 

h
u
n

g o
v
er a sm

o
k
y fire o

f o
ak

 w
o

o
d

 in
 L

o
rd
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O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s h

all. T
h

ey m
elted

 th
e fat to

 m
ak

e 
tallo

w
 fo

r can
d

les, to
 giv

e ligh
t d

u
rin

g th
e lo

n
g 

w
in

ter n
igh

ts. 

A
n

o
th

er jo
b

 w
as to

 b
rin

g in
 th

e tu
rf fo

r th
e co

ld
 

w
in

ter m
o

n
th

s. D
u
rin

g th
e su

m
m

er th
e m

en
 h

ad
 

sp
en

t d
ays an

d
 d

ays o
u
t in

 th
e b

o
gs, u

sin
g sp

ad
es 

to
 cu

t th
e b

ro
w

n
 so

d
s fo

r th
eir w

in
ter fires. T

h
ey 

h
ad

 stacked
 th

em
 o

n
 th

e ed
ge o

f th
e d

itch
, o

n
e 

again
st 

th
e 

o
th

er, 
to

 
d

ry 
o

u
t 

in
 

th
e 

su
m

m
er 

su
n

sh
in

e 
an

d
 
th

e 
b

reezes 
th

at 
b

lew
 
acro

ss 
th

e 
o

p
en

 b
o

glan
d
. 

T
h

e D
o

n
 w

en
t w

ith
 th

e m
en

 to
 gath

er in
 th

e tu
rf. 

L
o

ts o
f ch

ild
ren

 an
d

 so
m

e o
f th

e w
o

m
en

 cam
e 

to
o

. S
o

m
e m

en
 carried

 great em
p

ty creels fo
r th

e 
tu

rf; o
th

ers p
u
t creels o

n
 th

e d
o

n
k
eys th

ey to
o

k 
w

ith
 

th
em

. 
A

 
lo

n
g 

lin
e 

o
f 

m
en

, 
w

o
m

en
 

an
d
 

ch
ild

ren
 

w
alked

 
o

u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

yard
 

o
f 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s castle h

ead
in

g fo
r th

e b
o

g w
ith

 th
e 

d
o

n
k
eys. 

It 
w

as 
p

leasan
t, 

w
alk

in
g 

alo
n

g 
in

 
th

e 
late au

tu
m

n
 su

n
sh

in
e. 

E
v
eryo

n
e ch

atted
 an

d
 lau

gh
ed

 as th
ey w

en
t. 

A
t th

e b
o

g th
ey filled

 th
e creels to

 th
e to

p
 w

ith
 

th
e d

ry tu
rf an

d
 p

u
t th

em
 o

n
 th

e b
acks o

f th
e 

d
o

n
k
eys. S

o
m

e m
en

 to
o

k
 th

e d
o

n
keys b

ack
 to

 
th

e castle. W
h

ile th
ey w

ere aw
ay o

th
ers filled

 th
e 

em
p

ty creels. 
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A
t th

e castle so
m

e m
en

 stayed
 to

 p
ile th

e tu
rf 

n
eatly again

st th
e w

all in
sid

e th
e yard

, b
esid

e th
e 

stack
 o

f lo
gs. O

th
ers to

o
k
 th

e em
p

ty creels an
d
 

d
o

n
k
eys b

ack
 to

 th
e b

o
g. 

T
h

e lo
n

g d
ay w

o
re o

n
, u

n
til b

y ev
en

in
g all th

e 
tu

rf th
ey h

ad
 b

ro
u
gh

t fro
m

 th
e b

o
g sto

o
d
 p

iled
 

h
igh

 again
st th

e w
all read

y fo
r th

e w
in

ter.  

A
n

o
th

er d
ay th

e D
o

n
 w

en
t rab

b
it h

u
n

tin
g w

ith
 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell an
d

 th
e o

th
er m

en
. T

h
ey to

o
k 

th
e 

d
o

gs 
w

ith
 
th

em
. 

T
h

ey w
alk

ed
 
a 

lo
n

g 
w

ay, 
p

ast a b
ig lake. 

‘‘N
o

w
 w

e m
u
st go

 q
u
ietly,’’ said

 L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
"W

e m
u
st n

o
t frigh

ten
 th

e rab
b

its.’’ 

O
n

 th
e slo

p
es o

f th
e h

ill in
 fro

n
t o

f th
em

 th
e 

h
u
n

ters saw
 d

o
zen

s o
f rab

b
its sittin

g q
u
ietly o

r 
p

layin
g to

geth
er. M

an
y w

ere n
ib

b
lin

g th
e sh

o
rt 

green
 grass. 

T
h

e m
en

 cro
u
ch

ed
 d

o
w

n
, h

id
in

g b
eh

in
d

 so
m

e 
go

rse 
b

u
sh

es. 
T

h
e 

d
o

gs 
p

an
ted

 
excited

ly, 
h

eld
 

b
ack

 b
y L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s m

en
. 

‘‘L
et th

e d
o

gs go
,’’ w

h
isp

ered
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. 

T
h

e d
o

gs ru
sh

ed
 aw

ay w
h

en
 th

e m
en

 let th
em

 
lo

o
se. T

h
ey started

 b
ark

in
g lo

u
d

ly as so
o

n
 as th

ey 
ran

 o
ff. 

T
h

e terrified
 rab

b
its fled

 in
 m

an
y d

irectio
n

s. T
h

e 
h

u
n

ters 
sto

o
d
 

u
p

righ
t, 

w
atch

in
g 

clo
sely 

as 
th

e 
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d
o

gs ran
 in

to
 th

e th
ick b

u
sh

es after th
e rab

b
its. 

T
h

e m
en

 co
u
ld

 see n
o

th
in

g b
u
t th

ey co
u
ld

 h
ear 

th
e b

ark
in

g an
d

 yap
p

in
g o

f th
e d

o
gs. 

A
 
few

 
m

in
u
tes 

later th
e 

d
o

gs 
started

 
to

 
co

m
e 

b
ack

. O
n

e after an
o

th
er th

ey cam
e o

u
t fro

m
 th

e 
b

u
sh

es, each
 carryin

g a d
ead

 rab
b

it in
 its m

o
u
th

. 
T

h
e 

h
u
n

ters 
m

o
v
ed

 
clo

ser. 
T

h
e 

d
o

gs 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 
th

e rab
b

its at th
e h

u
n

ters’ feet, th
en

 ran
 b

ack
 in

to
 

th
e b

u
sh

es. 

W
h

en
 th

ey set o
ff to

 w
alk b

ack to
 th

e castle each
 

o
f th

e h
u
n

ters h
ad

 a b
ig b

ag o
f rab

b
its. 

A
s th

e w
in

ter cam
e clo

ser an
d

 th
e w

eath
er go

t 
co

ld
er th

e D
o

n
 stayed

 in
sid

e, w
atch

in
g th

e m
en

 
rep

air th
eir farm

 to
o

ls. H
e liked

 b
ein

g w
ith

 th
e 

b
lacksm

ith
. H

e w
as a h

u
ge m

an
, w

ith
 th

ick
 arm

s 
an

d
 

great 
m

u
scles. 

H
e 

w
o

re 
a 

h
eav

y 
leath

er 
ap

ro
n

 an
d

 san
g lo

u
d

ly b
u
t n

o
t v

ery sw
eetly as h

e 
b

an
ged

 th
e h

o
t m

etal w
ith

 h
is h

am
m

er. It w
as 

h
o

t an
d

 n
o

isy in
 th

e fo
rge w

h
ere h

e w
o

rk
ed

. 

‘‘T
h

e w
in

ters in
 D

o
n

egal are lo
n

g an
d

 co
ld

,’’ said
 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell to
 th

e D
o

n
 o

n
e d

ay w
h

en
 th

ey 
w

ere 
in

 
th

e 
field

s 
to

geth
er. 

‘‘L
ife 

h
ere 

can
 
b

e 
h

ard
 an

d
 d

ifficu
lt.’’ 

T
h

e d
ays go

t sh
o

rter an
d

 sh
o

rter; th
e n

igh
ts w

ere 
lo

n
ger an

d
 lo

n
ger. N

o
 o

n
e m

o
v
ed

 m
u
ch

 o
u
tsid

e 
if h

e d
id

 n
o

t h
av

e to
. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 9

 

O
ld

 M
ic

h
a

e
l 

 O
n

e d
ay O

ld
 M

ich
ael an

d
 h

is d
au

gh
ter cam

e to
 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s castle. 

‘‘O
ld

 
M

ich
ael 

is 
co

m
in

g. 
H

e 
w

as 
seen

 
th

is 
m

o
rn

in
g o

n
 th

e h
ill,’’ said

 o
n

e o
f th

e m
en

. ‘‘H
e 

w
ill b

e h
ere th

is ev
en

in
g.’’ 

T
h

ere w
as great excitem

en
t. E

veryo
n

e sto
o

d
 u

p
 

an
d

 w
en

t o
u
t in

to
 th

e h
all. 

‘‘W
h

o
 is O

ld
 M

ich
ael?’’ asked

 th
e D

o
n

. 

‘‘H
e is a great sin

ger an
d
 sto

ryteller,’’ an
sw

ered
 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. ‘‘H
e is an

 o
ld

 m
an

. A
n

d
 h

e is 
n

early b
lin

d
. N

o
 o

n
e k

n
o

w
s w

h
ere h

e lives. H
e 

co
m

es h
ere so

m
etim

es; h
e tells u

s th
e o

ld
 sto

ries 
ab

o
u
t 

o
u
r 

an
cesto

rs 
an

d
 

th
e 

great 
d
eed

s 
o

f 
h

ero
es 

in
 

th
e 

p
ast. 

W
e 

w
ill 

h
ave 

a 
feast 

an
d
 

celeb
ratio

n
 

to
n

igh
t, 

th
en

 
h

e 
w

ill 
sin

g 
th

e 
o

ld
 

so
n

gs an
d

 tell u
s h

is sto
ries.’’  

A
 little later th

e D
o

n
 w

atch
ed

 as th
e o

ld
 m

an
, 

w
ith

 lo
n

g w
h

ite h
air, cam

e slo
w

ly in
to

 th
e yard

.  

A
 yo

u
n

g girl, ab
o

u
t n

in
e years o

ld
, led

 th
e o

ld
 

m
an

 b
y th

e arm
, gu

id
in

g h
is fo

o
tstep

s o
ver th

e 
ro

u
gh

 gro
u
n

d
.  
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‘‘W
h

ere are w
e n

o
w

, m
y ch

ild
?’’ ask

ed
 th

e o
ld

 
m

an
. ‘‘W

h
at p

lace is th
is? W

h
o

 liv
es h

ere? W
h

o
 

w
ill give u

s a p
lace to

 sh
elter an

d
 so

m
eth

in
g to

 
eat an

d
 d

rin
k?’’ 

‘‘T
h

is 
is 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s 

castle,’’ 
rep

lied
 

th
e 

girl. 

‘‘W
e w

ill b
e safe h

ere,’’ said
 h

er fath
er. ‘‘H

e w
ill 

lo
o

k
 after u

s w
ell. H

is fam
ily is n

o
b

le. H
e treats 

h
is gu

ests w
ell.’’ 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell cam
e fo

rw
ard

 to
 greet h

is gu
est. 

‘‘Y
o

u
 

are 
w

elco
m

e, 
o

ld
 

m
an

,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
‘‘W

e 
are 

p
leased

 
to

 
see 

yo
u
 

again
 

after so
 lo

n
g. W

e h
o

p
e yo

u
 w

ill stay to
n

igh
t, to

 
jo

in
 

o
u
r 

feast 
an

d
 

sin
g 

to
 

u
s 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

great 
d

eed
s o

f o
u
r an

cesto
rs.’’  

‘‘I w
ill stay,’’ said

 th
e o

ld
 m

an
. ‘‘Y

o
u
 are a k

in
d
 

h
o

st an
d
 lo

o
k
 after th

o
se w

h
o

 co
m

e as gu
ests to

 
yo

u
r castle.’’ 

T
h

e yo
u
n

g girl led
 th

e o
ld

 m
an

 in
sid

e th
e h

all. 

T
h

at ev
en

in
g th

ere w
as a great celeb

ratio
n

 in
 th

e 
castle, w

ith
 a feast, m

u
sic an

d
 d

an
cin

g.  

T
h

e D
o

n
 w

atch
ed

 th
e yo

u
n

g m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

 as 
th

ey w
h

irled
 aro

u
n

d
 th

e h
all. 

A
fter ev

eryo
n

e h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
 eatin

g an
d

 d
rin

k
in

g 
O

ld
 M

ich
ael started

 to
 sin

g an
d

 tell sto
ries. H

e 
san

g a so
n

g ab
o

u
t th

e great cattle raid
s o

f th
e 
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p
ast 

an
d

 
so

n
gs 

in
 
p

raise 
o

f 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell’s 
fam

ily.  

H
e 

talked
 

an
d

 
san

g 
till 

d
eep

 
in

to
 

th
e 

n
igh

t. 
E

v
eryo

n
e listen

ed
 in

 silen
ce, en

jo
yin

g th
e sto

ries 
an

d
 th

e so
n

gs. 

W
h

en
 O

ld
 M

ich
ael h

ad
 fin

ish
ed

 L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell 
th

an
ked

 h
im

.  

T
h

en
 ev

eryo
n

e w
en

t to
 sleep

. T
h

ey w
ere fu

ll o
f 

th
e go

o
d

 th
in

gs th
ey h

ad
 eaten

. T
h

ey slep
t w

ell, 
d

ream
in

g o
f th

e great d
eed

s o
f th

e h
ero

es w
h

o
 

h
ad

 lived
 a lo

n
g, lo

n
g tim

e b
efo

re th
em

. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 10

 

W
in

te
r
 

 T
h

e sn
o

w
 started

. T
h

e field
s w

ere w
h

ite. 

N
o

 o
n

e w
en

t o
u
t m

u
ch

, excep
t to

 get m
o

re tu
rf 

fro
m

 
th

e 
stack

 
in

 
th

e 
yard

. 
L

ife 
at 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s castle w

as alw
ays v

ery slo
w

 in
 th

e 
m

id
d

le o
f w

in
ter. 

F
o

r th
e ch

ild
ren

 th
e D

o
n

 h
ad

 so
m

e sim
p

le m
agic 

tricks h
e h

ad
 learn

ed
 in

 A
m

erica.  

In
 th

e ev
en

in
gs, in

 th
e flick

erin
g ligh

t o
f can

d
les, 

h
e 

en
tertain

ed
 

p
eo

p
le 

w
ith

 
sto

ries 
ab

o
u
t 

h
is 

ad
v
en

tu
res. 

H
e 

to
ld

 
th

em
 

ab
o

u
t 

w
h

at 
h

ad
 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 

to
 

h
im

 
in

 
A

m
erica. 

H
e 

d
escrib

ed
 

exp
ed

itio
n

s to
 th

e In
d
ian

 lan
d

s w
ith

 h
is m

en
. H

e 
to

ld
 th

em
 all ab

o
u
t th

e d
an

ger h
e h

ad
 b

een
 in

 
an

d
 h

o
w

 h
e an

d
 h

is m
en

 h
ad

 escap
ed

 fro
m

 th
e 

savage In
d

ian
s. 

H
e also

 to
ld

 th
em

 ab
o

u
t th

e jo
u
rn

eys u
p

 th
e w

ild
 

riv
ers 

an
d

 
th

ro
u
gh

 
th

e 
h

igh
 

m
o

u
n

tain
s. 

H
e 

d
escrib

ed
 th

e n
o

isy b
ird

s, th
e stran

ge an
im

als an
d
 

exo
tic 

p
lan

ts 
h

e 
h

ad
 

seen
 

o
n

 
h

is 
travels. 

H
e 

talked
 ab

o
u
t h

is arm
y frien

d
s an

d
 h

o
w

 m
an

y o
f 

th
em

 
h

ad
 

d
ied

 
o

f 
terrib

le 
d

iseases 
o

r 
In

d
ian

 
attacks. 
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E
v
eryo

n
e listen

ed
 carefu

lly to
 all th

at th
e D

o
n

 
said

, esp
ecially D

eird
re. S

h
e h

ad
 n

ever m
et a m

an
 

lik
e th

e D
o

n
 b

efo
re. B

u
t h

e n
ev

er said
 v

ery m
u
ch

 
ab

o
u
t h

is h
o

m
e in

 S
p

ain
 o

r h
is fam

ily th
ere. 

O
n

e 
even

in
g 

th
e 

D
o

n
 

fo
u
n

d
 

h
e 

co
u
ld

 
d
o

 
so

m
eth

in
g 

sp
ecial 

to
 

en
tertain

 
h

is 
h

o
sts. 

H
e 

co
u
ld

 am
u
se p

eo
p

le b
y read

in
g th

eir h
an

d
s an

d
 

tellin
g th

em
 w

h
at w

as go
in

g to
 h

ap
p

en
 to

 th
em

 
in

 th
e fu

tu
re. 

T
w

o
 girls cam

e to
 th

e castle to
 visit D

eird
re. O

n
e 

girl h
ad

 b
lack

 h
air; h

er n
am

e w
as E

ilis. T
h

e o
th

er 
girl w

as fair; h
er n

am
e w

as A
in

e.  

‘‘W
h

o
 w

ill w
e m

arry?’’ A
in

e asked
 th

e o
th

er girls. 

E
ilis giggled

. 

‘‘L
et’s 

ask
 
th

e 
D

o
n

,’’ 
sh

e 
said

. 
‘‘H

e 
is 

fro
m

 
a 

m
agical lan

d
 far, far aw

ay fro
m

 h
ere. P

erh
ap

s h
e 

w
ill b

e ab
le to

 tell u
s. C

o
m

e o
n

, D
eird

re.’’ 

T
h

e th
ree girls w

en
t to

 th
e D

o
n

. H
e w

as sittin
g 

in
 a co

rn
er o

f th
e great h

all. 

‘‘D
o

n
 

A
lvaro

, 
can

 
yo

u
 

tell 
u
s 

w
h

o
 

w
e 

w
ill 

m
arry?’’ ask

ed
 E

ilis. 

T
h

e D
o

n
 lo

o
k
ed

 at th
e th

ree girls fo
r a m

o
m

en
t. 

H
e d

id
 n

o
t sm

ile. 

‘‘G
iv

e m
e yo

u
r h

an
d

,’’ h
e said

 to
 E

ilis. 

H
e 

lo
o

k
ed

 
carefu

lly 
at 

h
er 

h
an

d
 

fo
r 

a 
few

 
m

o
m

en
ts. 
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‘‘Y
o

u
r h

u
sb

an
d

 w
ill b

e yo
u
n

g an
d

 tall,’’ h
e said

. 

E
ilis 

giggled
 

an
d

 
co

vered
 

h
er 

face 
w

ith
 

h
er 

h
an

d
s. 

T
h

en
 th

e D
o

n
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e fair-h
aired

 girl. 

‘‘G
iv

e m
e yo

u
r h

an
d

,’’ h
e said

 to
 A

in
e. 

H
e 

lo
o

k
ed

 
carefu

lly 
at 

h
er 

h
an

d
 

fo
r 

a 
few

 
m

o
m

en
ts. 

‘‘Y
o

u
r h

u
sb

an
d

 w
ill b

e m
u
ch

 o
ld

er th
an

 yo
u
. H

e 
w

ill h
ave a b

ig b
lack

 b
eard

,’’ h
e said

. 

A
in

e 
giggled

 
an

d
 

lo
o

k
ed

 
at 

h
er 

frien
d
s 

w
ith

 
sh

in
in

g eyes. 

T
h

en
 D

eird
re cam

e to
 th

e D
o

n
. S

h
e stretch

ed
 

o
u
t h

er h
an

d
. T

h
e D

o
n

 lo
o

ked
 at it. T

h
en

 h
e 

raised
 h

is h
ead

 an
d

 lo
o

k
ed

 d
eep

ly in
to

 D
eird

re’s 
eyes. 

‘‘D
eird

re, yo
u
 w

ill m
arry a m

an
 fro

m
 far acro

ss 
th

e sea,’’ h
e said

. 

D
eird

re lo
o

k
ed

 aw
ay fro

m
 th

e D
o

n
. S

h
e h

u
rried

 
o

u
t o

f th
e h

all. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 11  

T
h

e
 S

p
a

n
is

h
 S

tr
a

n
g
e
r
s
 

 O
n

e 
d
ay 

th
ree 

stran
gers 

cam
e 

to
 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s castle. 

T
h

eir 
lead

er 
w

as a 
yo

u
n

g 
m

an
, 

d
ressed

 
in

 
th

e 
u
n

ifo
rm

 o
f an

 o
fficer o

f th
e K

in
g o

f S
p

ain
. T

h
eir 

clo
th

es w
ere b

ad
ly to

rn
. T

h
e yo

u
n

g m
an

 h
ad

 a 
b

an
d
age o

n
 h

is h
ead

. 

‘‘L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell, I am
 a stran

ger in
 yo

u
r lan

d
,’’ 

h
e said

. ‘‘M
y n

am
e is D

o
n

 F
ern

an
d
o

. I am
 o

n
 m

y 
w

ay to
 S

co
tlan

d
 w

ith
 m

y tw
o

 co
m

p
an

io
n

s. I n
eed

 
so

m
eth

in
g to

 eat an
d

 a ch
an

ce to
 rest.’’ 

‘‘S
tran

ger, yo
u
 are w

elco
m

e to
 m

y castle,’’ said
 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. ‘‘Y
o

u
 are w

elco
m

e to
 stay h

ere, 
an

d
 
to

 
eat, 

an
d

 
to

 
rest 

u
n

til 
yo

u
 
are 

read
y 

to
 

co
n

tin
u
e yo

u
r jo

u
rn

ey.’’ 

‘‘T
h

an
k
 

yo
u
, 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell,’’ 

said
 

D
o

n
 

F
ern

an
d
o

. ‘‘Y
o

u
r n

am
e is fam

o
u
s th

ro
u
gh

o
u
t th

e 
lan

d
 fo

r yo
u
r k

in
d

n
ess to

 stran
gers.’’ 

T
h

e 
o

ld
 

w
o

m
en

 
b

ro
u
gh

t 
b

u
tterm

ilk
 

to
 

d
rin

k, 
w

ith
 p

lates o
f fresh

 fru
it an

d
 o

at b
read

 to
 eat. 

T
h

ey set th
e ju

gs an
d
 p

lates o
n

 th
e b

ig tab
le in

 
fro

n
t o

f th
e stran

gers. 
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A
fter th

ey h
ad

 eaten
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell asked

 D
o

n
 

F
ern

an
d

o
 to

 tell th
e sto

ry o
f h

is ad
ven

tu
res. 

‘‘L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell, I am
 a S

p
an

ish
 arm

y o
fficer,’’ 

h
e 

said
. 

‘‘M
y 

sh
ip

 
w

as 
th

e 
S
anta 

E
lena. 

It 
w

as 
w

recked
 

o
n

 
th

e 
co

ast 
o

f 
S
ligo

. 
A

fter 
th

e 
sh

ip
w

reck
 

I 
h

id
 

w
ith

 
m

y 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s 

in
 

th
e 

h
o

u
se o

f an
 o

ld
 w

o
m

an
. N

o
w

 w
e are o

n
 o

u
r w

ay 
to

 S
co

tlan
d

. O
u
r frien

d
s th

ere w
ill h

elp
 u

s get 
h

o
m

e to
 S

p
ain

.’’ 

‘‘I 
cam

e 
fro

m
 

S
p

ain
 

to
 

figh
t 

in
 

o
u
r 

K
in

g’s 
A

rm
ad

a 
again

st 
E

lizab
eth

, 
Q

u
een

 
o

f 
E

n
glan

d
. 

A
fter th

e b
attle w

e sailed
 n

o
rth

 to
 th

e S
h

etlan
d

 
Islan

d
s. F

ro
m

 th
ere w

e h
ead

ed
 to

w
ard

s Irelan
d
. 

O
u
r sh

ip
 w

as w
reck

ed
 n

ear th
e h

igh
 m

o
u
n

tain
s 

o
f S

ligo
. T

h
e b

ack
 o

f th
e sh

ip
 w

as sm
ash

ed
 to

 
p

ieces b
y th

e vio
len

ce o
f th

e sto
rm

. A
 h

u
ge w

ave 
w

ash
ed

 
m

e 
o

ff 
th

e 
S

anta 
E

lena 
in

to
 

th
e 

d
ark 

w
aters o

f th
e ro

u
gh

 sea. 

I sw
am

 ash
o

re an
d
 fo

u
n

d
 sh

elter w
h

ere I co
u
ld

 
sleep

. 

T
h

e su
n

 w
as sh

in
in

g an
d

 th
e sk

y w
as b

lu
e. B

ird
s 

w
ere sin

gin
g. T

h
e sto

rm
 h

ad
 go

n
e.  

I sto
o

d
 u

p
 an

d
 lo

o
ked

 aro
u
n

d
. I co

u
ld

 see a lo
n

g, 
flat 

b
each

. 
T

h
ere 

w
ere 

field
s 

an
d

 
trees 

in
 

th
e 

d
istan

ce. F
ar aw

ay I co
u
ld

 see a tall m
o

u
n

tain
. 
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‘‘I am
 alo

n
e,’’ I th

o
u
gh

t. ‘‘N
o

n
e o

f th
e o

fficers o
r 

crew
 h

av
e su

rv
ived

. T
h

ey m
u
st h

ave d
ied

 in
 th

e 
sto

rm
. W

h
at am

 I go
in

g to
 d

o
?’’  

‘‘H
allo

!’’ I called
, b

u
t n

o
t v

ery lo
u
d

ly. 

I listen
ed

 carefu
lly. 

‘‘H
allo

! H
allo

!’’ S
o

m
eo

n
e else w

as sh
o

u
tin

g. I w
as 

n
o

t alo
n

e. 

‘‘H
allo

!’’ I called
 again

, a little lo
u
d

er th
is tim

e. 

F
ar d

o
w

n
 th

e lo
n

g b
each

, in
 th

e d
istan

ce, I co
u
ld

 
see five o

f m
y crew

 fro
m

 th
e S

anta E
lena. 

W
e ran

 to
w

ard
s each

 o
th

er, as fast as w
e co

u
ld

. 
W

e 
w

ere 
so

 
h

ap
p

y 
to

 
fin

d
 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s 
w

e 
th

o
u
gh

t h
ad

 b
een

 lo
st. 

T
h

en
 w

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 clim
b

 a little h
ead

lan
d

 at th
e 

en
d

 o
f th

e b
each

. In
 th

e d
istan

ce w
e co

u
ld

 see a 
few

 sm
all co

ttages w
ith

 th
atch

ed
 ro

o
fs. 

‘‘W
e 

are 
h

u
n

gry,’’ 
I 

said
. 

‘‘P
erh

ap
s 

th
e 

p
eo

p
le 

th
ere w

ill give u
s so

m
eth

in
g to

 eat.’’ 

W
e m

ad
e o

u
r w

ay slo
w

ly alo
n

g th
e p

ath
 to

w
ard

s 
th

e little village. W
h

en
 w

e arrived
 w

e fo
u
n

d
 it 

w
as 

clean
 

an
d

 
seem

ed
 

w
ell 

lo
o

k
ed

 
after. 

W
e 

co
u
ld

 n
o

t see an
yo

n
e. 

A
n

 o
ak

 tree an
d

 an
 ash

 tree grew
 sid

e b
y sid

e 
n

ear th
e b

ack
 o

f th
e co

ttages, giv
in

g sh
ad

e an
d
 

sh
elter to

 th
e h

o
u
ses. 
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I w
en

t clo
ser to

 o
n

e o
f th

e co
ttages. T

h
e d

o
o

r 
w

as n
o

t co
m

p
letely clo

sed
. 

‘‘H
allo

,’’ I called
 q

u
ietly. ‘‘Is th

ere an
yo

n
e th

ere?’’ 

I p
u
sh

ed
 o

p
en

 th
e d

o
o

r, th
en

 b
en

t m
y h

ead
 an

d
 

w
en

t in
to

 th
e kitch

en
. T

h
e ro

o
m

 w
as d

ark an
d
 

w
arm

. A
n

 o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 w
as sittin

g b
esid

e th
e tu

rf 
fire. T

w
o

 cats lay o
n

 a ro
u
gh

 m
at n

ear h
er feet.  

‘‘W
h

o
 are yo

u
?’’ sh

e ask
ed

. ‘‘W
h

ere d
o

 yo
u
 co

m
e 

fro
m

? I h
ave n

ev
er seen

 yo
u
 b

efo
re.’’ 

‘‘M
y 

n
am

e 
is 

D
o

n
 

F
ern

an
d
o

,’’ 
I 

said
. 

‘‘M
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s an
d

 I are fro
m

 S
p

ain
.’’ 

‘‘W
ell, m

y n
am

e is P
eig,’’ said

 th
e o

ld
 w

o
m

an
. 

‘‘W
h

at are yo
u
 d

o
in

g h
ere?’’ 

‘‘W
e w

ere o
n

 a great w
arsh

ip
,’’ I said

. ‘‘O
u
r sh

ip
 

w
as w

reck
ed

 in
 th

e sto
rm

.’’ 

‘‘A
h

, th
e sto

rm
, th

e sto
rm

,’’ said
 th

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

. 
‘‘T

h
at w

as a terrib
le sto

rm
. W

e all th
an

k
ed

 G
o

d
 

th
at th

is h
o

u
se w

as n
o

t b
ad

ly d
am

aged
. E

v
eryo

n
e 

h
as go

n
e to

 fix o
u
r n

eigh
b

o
u
r’s co

ttage o
n

 th
e 

o
th

er sid
e o

f th
e h

ill. T
h

e ro
o

f w
as to

rn
 o

ff. It 
w

ill take th
em

 a lo
n

g tim
e to

 rep
air it p

ro
p

erly.’’ 

‘‘W
h

o
 else liv

es h
ere w

ith
 yo

u
?’’ I ask

ed
. 

‘‘M
y so

n
 an

d
 h

is w
ife an

d
 th

eir ch
ild

,’’ said
 P

eig. 
‘‘T

h
ey w

ill lo
o

k
 after yo

u
 w

h
en

 th
ey co

m
e b

ack
. 

T
ill th

en
, sit d

o
w

n
 an

d
 rest.’’ 
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T
h

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 go
t to

 h
er feet slo

w
ly. S

h
e p

u
t a 

sh
in

in
g 

co
p

p
er 

p
an

 
o

n
 

th
e 

fire. 
T

h
en

 
sh

e 
ch

o
p

p
ed

 u
p

 a green
 cab

b
age in

to
 sm

all p
ieces 

an
d

 p
u
t it in

 th
e p

o
t w

ith
 so

m
e clear w

ater fro
m

 
a 

b
ig 

ju
g. 

S
h

e 
go

t 
so

m
e 

fresh
 

th
ym

e 
an

d
 

ro
sem

ary, ch
o

p
p

ed
 th

em
 an

d
 p

u
t th

em
 in

to
 th

e 
p

o
t w

ith
 everyth

in
g else. L

ast, sh
e ad

d
ed

 a sm
all 

p
iece o

f sm
o

k
ed

 p
o

rk sh
e lifted

 o
ff a h

o
o

k o
v
er 

th
e fire. 

‘‘N
o

w
 go

 o
u
tsid

e an
d

 sit in
 th

e su
n

,’’ sh
e to

ld
 u

s. 
‘‘Y

o
u
 can

 rest th
ere. I w

ill b
rin

g yo
u
 so

m
e so

u
p

 
w

h
en

 it is read
y.’’  

S
o

 
I 

sat 
o

u
tsid

e 
w

ith
 

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s 
in

 
th

e 
w

arm
 

su
n

sh
in

e. 
S
o

o
n

 
w

e 
w

ere 
en

jo
yin

g 
th

e 
d

elicio
u
s sm

ell o
f so

u
p

 co
o

k
in

g in
sid

e th
e little 

h
o

u
se. 

W
h

en
 it w

as read
y th

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 b
ro

u
gh

t b
o

w
ls 

to
 u

s o
u
tsid

e. T
h

e so
u
p

 w
as w

o
n

d
erfu

l. W
e h

ad
 

n
o

t tasted
 fresh

 fo
o

d
 fo

r w
eek

s.  

T
h

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 cam
e b

ack
 o

u
t again

 after w
e 

h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
. 

‘‘M
y so

n
 an

d
 h

is fam
ily w

ill n
o

t co
m

e b
ack u

n
til 

later,’’ sh
e said

. ‘‘N
o

w
 yo

u
 m

u
st rest again

. If yo
u
 

w
an

t to
 w

ash
, th

e stream
 is d

o
w

n
 th

ere.’’ 

T
h

en
 th

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 left u
s an

d
 w

en
t b

ack
 in

sid
e 

h
er little co

ttage. 
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C
h

a
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S
o

m
e
 S

p
a

n
ia

r
d

s
 L

e
a

v
e
 Ir

e
la

n
d

 

 L
ater, as th

e su
n

 w
as go

in
g d

o
w

n
 o

ver th
e h

ills, 
th

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

’s so
n

 retu
rn

ed
 w

ith
 h

is w
ife an

d
 

ch
ild

. S
h

e exp
lain

ed
 to

 th
em

 w
h

o
 w

e w
ere. 

‘‘S
tran

gers, 
yo

u
 

are 
w

elco
m

e,’’ 
said

 
th

e 
o

ld
 

w
o

m
an

’s so
n

. ‘‘It is a go
o

d
 th

in
g to

 lo
o

k after 
stran

gers w
h

o
 co

m
e askin

g fo
r h

elp
. It is v

ery 
d

an
gero

u
s 

fo
r 

yo
u
 

to
 

stay 
in

 
Irelan

d
. 

E
n

glish
 

so
ld

iers 
are 

ev
eryw

h
ere, 

lo
o

k
in

g 
fo

r 
S
p

an
ish

 
sailo

rs 
w

h
o

 
escap

ed
 
th

e 
terrib

le 
sto

rm
. 

I 
h

ave 
h

eard
 so

m
e h

av
e b

een
 taken

 p
riso

n
er an

d
 k

illed
; 

o
r th

ey are b
ein

g h
eld

 p
riso

n
er u

n
til th

eir fam
ilies 

p
ay 

a 
great 

ran
so

m
. 

Y
o

u
 
are 

w
elco

m
e 

to
 
stay 

u
n

til 
yo

u
 

h
ave 

rested
 

an
d

 
can

 
co

n
tin

u
e 

yo
u
r 

jo
u
rn

ey b
ack

 to
 S

p
ain

.’’ 

T
h

at ev
en

in
g w

e all ate to
geth

er at a b
ig tab

le in
 

th
e fresh

 air. W
e h

ad
 a great feast, w

ith
 eggs an

d
 

ch
eese an

d
 o

atcak
es, th

en
 sw

eet p
lu

m
s an

d
 b

ig 
red

 ap
p

les. W
e ev

en
 h

ad
 seaw

eed
 to

 eat; w
e lik

ed
 

it very m
u
ch

.  

T
h

e o
ld

 w
o

m
an

 an
d

 h
er fam

ily an
d

 th
eir frien

d
s 

let u
s sh

elter fo
r a few

 d
ays. T

h
ey gave u

s lo
ts o

f 
go

o
d

 fo
o

d
 to

 eat an
d

 a ch
an

ce to
 rest. 
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T
h

en
 

su
d
d

en
ly 

o
n

e 
n

igh
t 

th
e 

E
n

glish
 

so
ld

iers 
arrived

 in
 th

e v
illage! 

It h
ad

 b
een

 a very w
arm

 ev
en

in
g. I w

as asleep
 in

 
th

e fresh
 air at th

e b
ack o

f o
n

e o
f th

e co
ttages, 

o
n

 th
e gro

u
n

d
 b

etw
een

 th
e o

ak
 tree an

d
 th

e ash
 

tree. 

I 
w

o
k
e 

u
p

 w
h

en
 
I h

eard
 
terrib

le crash
in

g 
an

d
 

sh
o

u
tin

g. S
ev

en
 o

r eigh
t so

ld
iers b

ro
k
e d

o
w

n
 th

e 
d

o
o

r 
o

f 
th

e o
ld

 
w

o
m

an
’s 

co
ttage. 

T
h

ey fo
u
n

d
 

th
ree o

f m
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s an

d
 to

o
k th

em
 p

riso
n

er. 
A

fter th
ey w

ere cau
gh

t b
y th

e so
ld

iers th
ey w

ere 
tak

en
 to

 a ch
u
rch

 o
n

 a little h
ill n

earb
y. T

h
ey 

w
ere h

an
ged

.  

L
ater, after th

e E
n

glish
 so

ld
iers h

ad
 go

n
e an

d
 it 

w
as safe to

 go
 b

ack
 to

 m
y frien

d
s in

 th
e village, I 

w
en

t 
to

 
th

e 
ch

u
rch

 
an

d
 

saw
 

m
y 

co
m

p
an

io
n

s’ 
b

o
d

ies still h
an

gin
g th

ere. It w
as a terrib

le sigh
t! 

I w
as lu

ckier. I w
as ab

le to
 escap

e an
d

 m
an

aged
 

to
 flee in

to
 th

e h
ills. I h

id
 in

 a cave fo
r sev

eral 
d

ays, w
ith

 n
o

th
in

g to
 eat an

d
 n

o
w

h
ere to

 rest in
 

co
m

fo
rt. 

M
y o

th
er tw

o
 co

m
p

an
io

n
s also

 escap
ed

. L
ike m

e, 
th

ey 
h

ad
 

m
an

aged
 

to
 

flee 
to

 
safety 

after 
th

e 
E

n
glish

 so
ld

iers arrived
. 

O
u
r 

frien
d

s 
in

 
th

e 
v
illage 

su
ffered

 
to

o
. 

T
h

e 
E

n
glish

 
so

ld
iers 

w
ere 

an
gry 

b
ecau

se 
th

e 
o

ld
 

w
o

m
an

 an
d

 h
er fam

ily h
ad

 tried
 to

 h
elp

 u
s. In
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rev
en

ge th
ey to

o
k
 o

n
e o

f th
e yo

u
n

g m
en

 aw
ay 

w
ith

 th
em

 as a p
riso

n
er. I d

o
 n

o
t kn

o
w

 w
h

at 
h

ap
p

en
ed

 to
 h

im
. I n

ev
er saw

 h
im

 again
. 

M
y co

m
p

an
io

n
s an

d
 I w

an
d

ered
 to

geth
er in

 th
e 

w
ild

 co
u
n

try fo
r d

ays; w
e d

id
 n

o
t fin

d
 an

yw
h

ere 
to

 rest. W
e w

en
t o

n
 th

ro
u
gh

 th
e h

ills, h
u
n

gry an
d
 

th
irsty. 

T
ired

 an
d

 w
eary, w

e p
rayed

 fo
r G

o
d
’s h

elp
. H

e 
h

as gu
id

ed
 u

s h
ere to

 th
e safety o

f yo
u
r castle, 

L
o

rd
 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
W

e 
p

raise 
G

o
d

 
fo

r 
h

is 
great 

go
o

d
n

ess to
 u

s. 

N
o

w
 w

e are o
n

 o
u
r w

ay to
 S

co
tlan

d
. F

ro
m

 th
ere 

w
e w

an
t to

 get h
o

m
e to

 S
p

ain
.’’ 

D
o

n
 F

ern
an

d
o

’s sto
ry w

as fin
ish

ed
. 

E
v
eryo

n
e sat h

u
sh

ed
 an

d
 q

u
iet in

 th
e great h

all 
o

f L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 

T
h

en
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell b

ro
ke th

e silen
ce. 

‘‘D
o

n
 F

ern
an

d
o

, yo
u
 h

ave to
ld

 u
s a m

arvello
u
s 

sto
ry,’’ h

e said
. ‘‘It is a terrib

le sto
ry, to

o
. Y

o
u
 

h
ave su

ffered
 m

u
ch

 in
 th

e last few
 m

o
n

th
s.’’ 

‘‘T
h

an
k
 

yo
u
, 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell,’’ 

said
 

D
o

n
 

F
ern

an
d
o

. ‘‘N
o

w
 I m

u
st ask

 fo
r yo

u
r h

elp
. I am

 a 
stran

ger in
 a stran

ge lan
d
.’’ 

‘‘W
e 

h
av

e 
an

o
th

er 
S
p

an
ish

 
o

fficer 
h

ere,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell, 
tu

rn
in

g 
to

w
ard

s 
th

e 
p

lace 
w

h
ere D

o
n

 A
lv

aro
 w

as. 
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D
o

n
 A

lvaro
 cam

e fo
rw

ard
 fro

m
 th

e d
ark

 co
rn

er 
o

f th
e h

all w
h

ere h
e h

ad
 b

een
 sittin

g q
u
ietly. 

T
h

e 
tw

o
 

S
p

an
ish

 
o

fficers 
greeted

 
each

 
o

th
er 

w
arm

ly. 

‘‘D
o

n
 

A
lv

aro
, 

yo
u
 

m
u
st 

co
m

e 
w

ith
 

m
e 

to
 

S
co

tlan
d

,’’ said
 D

o
n

 F
ern

an
d

o
. ‘‘W

e w
ill b

e safer 
if w

e travel to
geth

er.’’ 

‘‘N
o

, 
I 

w
an

t 
to

 
stay 

h
ere,’’ 

said
 

D
o

n
 

A
lv

aro
. 

‘‘Y
o

u
 can

 go
 w

ith
o

u
t m

e, D
o

n
 F

ern
an

d
o

. L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell h

as m
an

y frien
d
s in

 th
e co

u
n

trysid
e 

w
h

o
 w

ill h
elp

 yo
u
 an

d
 yo

u
r co

m
p

an
io

n
s to

 get to
 

S
co

tlan
d

 safely. Y
o

u
 w

ill fin
d

 go
o

d
 frien

d
s th

ere 
w

h
o

 w
ill h

elp
 yo

u
 get h

o
m

e to
 S

p
ain

.’’ 

D
o

n
 F

ern
an

d
o

 an
d

 h
is tw

o
 co

m
p

an
io

n
s left so

o
n

 
afterw

ard
s 

o
n

 
th

eir 
d
an

gero
u
s 

jo
u
rn

ey 
b

ack
 
to

 
S
p

ain
. 

D
o

n
 A

lv
aro

 w
as alo

n
e again

 in
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s 

castle. 
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te
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 S
p

r
in

g
 a

n
d

 M
o

r
e
 D

e
c
is

io
n

s
 

 It 
w

as 
a 

lo
n

g, 
m

iserab
le 

w
in

ter 
b

u
t 

th
e 

sp
rin

g 
cam

e at last.  

E
v
eryo

n
e w

as v
ery b

u
sy aro

u
n

d
 th

e castle. T
h

ere 
w

as 
a 

lo
t 

o
f 

w
o

rk
 
o

n
 
th

e 
farm

. 
S
o

m
e 

o
f 

th
e 

yo
u
n

g m
en

 to
o

k
 L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell’s cattle to

 th
eir 

su
m

m
er p

astu
res in

 th
e h

ills. 

‘‘D
o

n
 A

lv
aro

, it is safe fo
r yo

u
 to

 leav
e if yo

u
 

w
ish

,’’ 
said

 
L

o
rd

 
O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 
‘‘T

h
e 

ro
ad

s 
to

 
S
co

tlan
d

 
are 

clear 
n

o
w

. 
T

h
e 

E
n

glish
 

so
ld

iers 
h

ave go
n

e. Y
o

u
 w

ill fin
d

 frien
d

s w
h

o
 can

 take 
yo

u
 safely to

 S
co

tlan
d

. F
ro

m
 th

ere yo
u
 w

ill b
e 

ab
le to

 get b
ack

 safely to
 S

p
ain

.’’ 

‘‘L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell, 

yo
u
 

an
d

 
yo

u
r 

p
eo

p
le 

h
ave 

b
een

 v
ery k

in
d

 to
 m

e,’’ said
 th

e D
o

n
. ‘‘Y

o
u
 h

ave 
giv

en
 m

e fo
o

d
 an

d
 d

rin
k
 an

d
 sh

elter. Y
o

u
 h

ave 
h

id
d

en
 m

e fro
m

 th
e E

n
glish

 an
d

 k
ep

t m
e safe. 

B
u
t I d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 leave. I w
an

t to
 stay h

ere 
an

d
 

m
arry 

yo
u
r 

d
au

gh
ter. 

D
eird

re 
an

d
 

I 
lo

v
e 

each
 o

th
er. I am

 n
o

w
 a p

o
o

r m
an

. I d
o

 n
o

t h
ave 

lan
d

 h
ere, o

r a fin
e h

o
u
se, o

r lo
ts o

f servan
ts. A

ll 
I h

ave is th
is fin

e go
ld

 ch
ain

 w
h

ich
 m

y m
o

th
er 
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gav
e 

m
e 

b
efo

re 
o

u
r 

K
in

g’s 
fleet 

sailed
 

fro
m

 
S
p

ain
.’’ 

L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell lau
gh

ed
 alo

u
d

. 

‘‘D
o

n
, 

yo
u
 

are 
w

elco
m

e 
to

 
stay 

an
d

 
m

arry 
D

eird
re,’’ h

e said
. ‘‘Y

o
u
 can

 liv
e h

ere an
d

 th
e tw

o
 

o
f yo

u
 can

 lo
o

k
 after m

e in
 m

y o
ld

 age.’’ 

T
h

e h
o

ly m
an

 fro
m

 A
rd

s cam
e to

 carry o
u
t th

e 
cerem

o
n

y. H
e w

as an
 o

ld
 m

an
 w

ith
 lo

n
g b

lack 
h

air. A
ll th

e p
eo

p
le lo

v
ed

 h
im

 fo
r h

is w
isd

o
m

 
an

d
 h

o
lin

ess. H
e b

lessed
 th

e h
ap

p
y co

u
p

le an
d
 

p
rayed

 fo
r th

eir safety an
d

 h
ap

p
in

ess. 

A
fter 

th
e 

m
arriage 

cerem
o

n
y 

th
ere 

w
as 

m
u
sic 

an
d

 
d

an
cin

g. 
T

h
ere 

w
as 

a 
great 

p
arty 

in
 

th
e 

castle. T
h

e servan
ts p

rep
ared

 a feast fo
r all th

e 
gu

ests. S
h

eep
 an

d
 fat p

igs w
ere killed

 an
d

 ro
asted

 
o

n
 a h

u
ge fire o

u
t in

 th
e yard

. 

O
ld

 M
ich

ael an
d

 h
is d

au
gh

ter cam
e b

ack
 to

 jo
in

 
in

 th
e celeb

ratio
n

s. H
e san

g, p
layed

 m
u
sic an

d
 

to
ld

 h
is sto

ries o
f th

e h
ero

es o
f th

e o
ld

 d
ays. 

‘‘M
u
sic is a w

o
n

d
erfu

l th
in

g, D
o

n
 A

lv
aro

,’’ said
 

L
o

rd
 

O
’D

o
n

n
ell. 

‘‘It 
m

akes 
ev

en
 

th
e 

sad
d
est 

p
erso

n
 h

ap
p

y. Is it n
o

t w
o

n
d

erfu
l, h

o
w

 a p
iece o

f 
sh

eep
 gu

t can
 m

ak
e th

e h
eart rejo

ice?’’  

T
h

e p
arty co

n
tin

u
ed

 u
n

til late in
to

 th
e n

igh
t. 

‘‘D
o

n
, w

e are glad
 yo

u
 h

av
e d

ecid
ed

 to
 stay,’’ said

 
L

o
rd

 O
’D

o
n

n
ell. ‘‘T

h
is is yo

u
r h

o
m

e n
o

w
.’’ 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 14

  

L
iv

in
g
 in

 Ir
e
la

n
d

 

 W
h

en
 h

e w
as an

 o
ld

 m
an

 th
e D

o
n

 liv
ed

 at th
e 

castle w
ith

 h
is w

ife D
eird

re. 

H
e o

ften
 w

en
t fo

r a w
alk

 w
ith

 h
is d

o
g in

 th
e 

ev
en

in
g w

h
en

 th
e w

eath
er w

as fin
e. S

o
m

etim
es 

h
e w

en
t alo

n
e; so

m
etim

es h
e w

en
t w

ith
 o

n
e o

f 
h

is 
gran

d
ch

ild
ren

. 
H

e 
carried

 
a 

stro
n

g 
w

alk
in

g 
stick

 to
 h

elp
 h

im
 o

ver th
e ro

u
gh

 gro
u
n

d
. 

O
n

e 
ev

en
in

g, 
m

o
re 

th
an

 
fo

rty 
years 

after 
th

e 
sh

ip
w

reck, th
e D

o
n

 w
en

t alo
n

g th
e sh

o
re. T

o
m

, 
h

is o
ld

est gran
d
so

n
, an

d
 h

is d
o

g w
ere w

ith
 h

im
. 

T
h

ey w
alk

ed
 slo

w
ly p

ast th
e o

ld
 m

an
’s co

ttage, 
w

h
ere 

th
e 

D
o

n
 
h

ad
 slep

t o
n

 h
is 

first 
n

igh
t 

in
 

Irelan
d
. 

T
h

e o
ld

 m
an

 w
as d

ead
 n

o
w

. N
o

 o
n

e else h
ad

 
co

m
e to

 live in
 th

e co
ttage. It w

as d
eserted

. T
h

e 
ro

o
f 

h
ad

 
fallen

 
in

. 
T

h
e 

w
alls 

h
ad

 
started

 
to

 
cru

m
b

le 
an

d
 

a 
few

 
great 

sto
n

es 
lay 

o
n

 
th

e 
gro

u
n

d
. 

G
rass 

an
d

 
b

ram
b

les 
grew

 
ro

u
n

d
 

th
e 

d
o

o
r w

h
ere w

h
ite ro

ses u
sed

 to
 gro

w
 so

 th
ick

ly. 
A

 
yo

u
n

g 
o

ak
 

tree 
h

ad
 

sp
ru

n
g 

u
p

 
an

d
 

w
as 

gro
w

in
g clo

se to
 th

e d
o

o
r.  
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F
ro

m
 th

e co
ttage at o

n
e en

d
 o

f th
e b

each
 th

e 
D

o
n

 clim
b

ed
 to

 th
e to

p
 o

f th
e little h

ead
lan

d
 at 

th
e o

th
er en

d
. It w

as w
h

ere L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell h
ad

 
b

een
 
b

u
ried

, 
clo

se 
to

 
h

is 
an

cesto
rs. 

T
h

ere 
th

e 
D

o
n

 sat an
d

 lo
o

ked
 o

u
t acro

ss th
e o

p
en

 sea. A
 

ligh
t b

reeze b
lew

 fro
m

 th
e A

tlan
tic. H

e w
atch

ed
 

little 
fish

in
g 

b
o

ats 
b

o
b

b
in

g 
gen

tly 
o

n
 

th
e 

sp
ark

lin
g w

ater o
f th

e sea. 

A
 few

 gu
lls circled

 h
igh

 o
ver th

e w
ater in

 th
e late 

even
in

g air. S
o

m
etim

es th
ey d

ived
 in

to
 th

e w
ater 

fo
r sm

all fish
. 

Y
o

u
n

g T
o

m
 an

d
 th

e d
o

g sat o
n

 th
e grass n

ear 
th

e o
ld

 m
an

. 

‘‘T
h

is is th
e m

o
st b

eau
tifu

l p
lace in

 th
e w

h
o

le 
w

o
rld

,’’ said
 th

e D
o

n
 q

u
ietly to

 T
o

m
. ‘‘S

u
rely n

o
 

p
lace o

n
 earth

 is b
etter th

an
 th

e p
lace th

at a m
an

 
can

 call h
is h

o
m

e?’’ 

T
h

e D
o

n
 rem

em
b

ered
 all th

e years h
e h

ad
 liv

ed
 

h
ap

p
ily in

 Irelan
d

. 

H
e k

n
ew

 th
at h

e to
o

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e b

u
ried

 o
n

 th
e 

h
ead

lan
d

 in
 a grav

e b
esid

e L
o

rd
 O

’D
o

n
n

ell. 

H
e th

o
u
gh

t o
f S

p
ain

 in
 silen

ce, rem
em

b
erin

g h
is 

p
aren

ts, an
d

 h
is b

ro
th

er, an
d

 h
is sisters, an

d
 th

e 
p

lace 
w

h
ere 

h
e 

h
ad

 
b

een
 

b
o

rn
. 

H
e 

h
eld

 
h

is 
m

o
th

er’s go
ld

 ch
ain

 in
 h

is righ
t h

an
d

 an
d

 lo
o

ked
 

at it clo
sely.  
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W
h

en
 th

e su
n

 w
en

t d
o

w
n

 an
d

 it go
t co

ld
er th

e 
D

o
n

 sto
o

d
 u

p
. H

e clim
b

ed
 d

o
w

n
 to

 th
e b

o
tto

m
 

o
f th

e little h
ead

lan
d
. T

o
m

 an
d

 th
e d

o
g fo

llo
w

ed
 

h
im

. 

T
h

e m
o

o
n

 cast its silv
er ligh

t o
v
er th

e lan
d

 an
d
 

sea. 

T
h

e D
o

n
 w

alk
ed

 b
ack

 slo
w

ly alo
n

g th
e sm

o
o

th
 

b
each

 ... b
ack

 to
 th

e castle, b
ack

 to
 D

eird
re an

d
 

h
is fam

ily at h
o

m
e ... 

S
o

 en
d

s th
e sto

ry o
f th

e D
o

n
 o

f D
o

n
egal. 
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C
h

a
p

te
r 15

 

A
fte

r
 th

e
 D

o
n

 

 T
h

e D
o

n
 rem

ain
ed

 in
 Irelan

d
. H

e liv
ed

 till h
e 

w
as m

o
re th

an
 seven

ty years o
ld

. H
e an

d
 D

eird
re 

h
ad

 sev
en

 ch
ild

ren
 - th

ree b
o

ys an
d

 fo
u
r girls. 

In
 

tim
e 

th
eir 

ch
ild

ren
 

m
arried

 
an

d
 

lived
 

w
ith

 
th

eir fam
ilies in

 d
ifferen

t p
arts o

f D
o

n
egal. 

T
o

d
ay m

an
y fam

ilies in
 D

o
n

egal an
d

 S
ligo

 say 
th

at th
eir an

cesto
rs are d

escen
d

an
ts o

f S
p

an
ish

 
so

ld
iers an

d
 sailo

rs w
h

o
 w

ere w
recked

 after th
e 

S
p

an
ish

 A
rm

ad
a.  

If 
yo

u
r 

n
am

e 
is 

A
lgeo

, 
C

ah
ar, 

G
ild

ea, 
G

illen
, 

M
artin

 o
r M

cC
affrey yo

u
 m

ay b
e o

n
e o

f th
em

. 

T
h

e 
U

lster 
M

u
seu

m
 

in
 

B
elfast 

an
d
 

o
th

er 
m

u
seu

m
s 

in
 

Irelan
d
 
h

ave 
lo

ts 
o

f 
treasu

re 
an

d
 

to
o

ls an
d

 sailo
rs’ eq

u
ip

m
en

t w
h

ich
 d

ivers h
ave 

b
ro

u
gh

t 
u
p

 
fro

m
 

th
e 

sh
ip

s 
o

f 
th

e 
S
p

an
ish

 
A

rm
ad

a. P
erh

ap
s th

ey b
elo

n
ged

 to
 o

n
e o

f yo
u
r 

an
cesto

rs. 

W
e w

ill n
ev

er kn
o

w
 h

o
w

 m
an

y S
p

an
ish

 so
ld

iers 
an

d
 

sailo
rs 

w
ere 

sh
ip

w
reck

ed
 

in
 

th
e 

terrib
le 

sto
rm

s o
ff th

e co
ast o

f Irelan
d
. 
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S
o

m
e o

f th
em

 w
ere rich

 o
fficers fro

m
 im

p
o

rtan
t 

fam
ilies; 

o
th

ers 
w

ere 
p

o
o

r 
so

ld
iers 

an
d

 
sailo

rs. 
M

an
y 

w
ere 

d
ro

w
n

ed
 

in
 

th
e 

terrib
le 

sto
rm

s 
o

r 
d

ied
 in

 th
e sh

ip
w

recks. O
th

ers w
ere cap

tu
red

 b
y 

th
e 

E
n

glish
 

so
ld

iers 
w

h
o

 
cam

e 
to

 
search

 
fo

r 
th

em
. 

S
o

m
e 

escap
ed

 
fro

m
 
Irelan

d
 
to

 
S
co

tlan
d
 

an
d

 even
tu

ally go
t b

ack
 h

o
m

e to
 S

p
ain

. 

B
u
t 

a 
few

 
o

f 
th

e 
S
p

an
ish

 
so

ld
iers 

an
d

 
sailo

rs 
stayed

 in
 Irelan

d
 an

d
 settled

 d
o

w
n

. T
h

ey m
arried

 
lo

cal 
girls 

an
d

 
h

ad
 

ch
ild

ren
, 

an
d
 

th
en

 
gran

d
ch

ild
ren

.  

T
h

e D
o

n
 o

f D
o

n
egal w

as o
n

e o
f th

em
. 

 


